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“Condom Use Must Triple 


to Curb AIDS” 
PANA Wire Service Online 

A new report issued by the 
Johns Hopkins School of Public 
Health, titled “Closing the Gap,” 
asserts that condom use should 
rise from the current 6 billion 
to 9 billion condoms a year 
to 24 billion in order to stem 
the spread of sexually 


transmitted diseases, 
including HIV. With 333 
million people newly 


infected with STDs each 
year, condom use may be 
one of the most effective 
methods of prevention. 
Experts at Johns Hopkins 
recommend making 
condoms more accessible, 
lowering their cost, and 
advertising them more, in 
order to encourage their use. 


“Sexual Health of 
Teenagers in England and 
Wales: Analysis. of 


National Data” 
British Medical Journal Online 
Researchers studying 
teenagers in England and Wales 
report that there is a great deal 
of room for improvement in the 
sexual health of these 
individuals. Statistics show that 
in 1996, teenage females 
represented one in five 
terminated pregnancies, but 
only 9 percent of births. Girls 
between the ages of 16 and 19 
had the highest rates of 
gonorrhea, chlamydia, genital 
warts, as well as the second 
highest rate of genital herpes 
simplex. 


The researchers note that 
gonorrhea is considered a 
“sensitive indicator of trends in 
sexual behavior.” In 1996, there 
nearly 2,300 reported cases of 
gonorrhea among 16- to 19- 
year-olds—an increase of 34 
percent in women and 30 percent 
among men from the previous 
year. Between 1991 and 1994, 
rates of the disease had declined. 
While the authors point out that 
poor sexual health of British 
and Welsh teens is widespread, 
they add that “the potential for 
health gain through primary 
behavioural prevention is 
considerable, and the United 
States, which has even worse 
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teenage rates that the United 
Kingdom, has recently shown such 
an improvement.” 


“U.K.’s Cantab Progresses on 
Genital Compounds” 


Reuters 

The U.K’.s Cantab said it 
anticipates a jointly developed 
compound targeting genital warts, 
TA-GW, willenter stage IIb clinical 
trials by mid-year. In addition, phase 
I studies of DISC HSV, a vaccine 
against genital herpes, is nearing 


completion. By the second half of . 


the year, Glaxo Wellcome, which 
is collaborating with Cantab on the 
vaccine, will initiate a 400-patient 
trial. 


“Rising Rate Not Linked to 


Prostitution” 
Bangkok Post Online 

A new report from the Thai 
Public Health Ministry-reveals that 
some 950,000 people in Thailand 
have contracted HIV, including 
109,900 who developed AIDS. 
AIDS has taken the lives of over 
30,000 Thais since 1984. More 
than 25 percent of all AIDS patients 
are between the ages of 25 and 29, 
23.5 percent are 30 to 34 years of 
age, and about 14 percent are 
between 35 and 39. Infection rates 
among men remain high and rates 
among pregnant women did not 
decline as much as expected, 
suggesting that prevention 
programs forcouples have not been 
as effective as hoped. New cases of 
HIV are largely attributed to unsafe 
heterosexual sex and drug abuse, 
rather than prostitution. 


“Takeda Chemical Discovers 


New AIDS Drug” 
Comtex Online 

Japan’s Takeda Chemicals and 
researchers at Kagoshima University 
have developed a novel AIDS drug that 
works in a manner different from 
existing AIDS treatments. The 
experimental 
compound 
prevents HIV 
fromchanging a 
protein into a 
receptor that 
facilitates the 
virus’ entrance 
into cells. 
Takeda said it 
submit 
preliminary 


could 


data to the Food 
and Drug 
Administration 
in May and 
begin clinical 


studies in 
August. 
“AIDS Treatment Goes 
Suburban”’ 
Baltimore Sun 
art 
a SS 


Maybe Jerry doesn’t want you, _ 
but we’d be purple with Pride 
| if you’d come to our church. | 


all races, genders, and 
sexual orientations. 


Worship Sundays at 10:30 am 
10086 Macdonald Drive 
phone 428-1818 
mcdougal@connect.ab.ca 


News & Notes from the 
HIV/AIDS Battlefront 


In a move acknowledging the 
spread of HIV throughout Maryland, 
Chase Brexton Health Services, Johns 
Hopkins’ medical system AIDS clinic, 
is expanding its coverage from the city 
into suburban locales. In addition, 
some public clinics on the Eastern 
Shore and in the western part of the 
State are now treating their first cases 
of HIV or AIDS. Moving clinics to the 
suburbs allows patients to seek 
treatment closer to home, away from 
the city, in amore discreet way. In the 
past two decades, 19,000 Marylanders 
have been diagnosed with AIDS and 
over 2,300 HIV infections were 
diagnosed last year. 


“Alarm on Extent of AIDS” 
Boston Globe Online 

A new report from the World Health 
Organization ranks AIDS as the 
world’s deadliest infectious disease, 
surpassing tuberculosis. Deaths from 
AIDS worldwide numbered about 2.28 
million in 1998. Among all causes of 
death, heart disease is the No. | killer, 
with nearly 7.38 million deaths last 
year, followed by strokes, acute 
respiratory nfections, and AIDS. 
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The “Alternative” Place to Be and Be Seen! 
Open daily from 11:00 AM 


Karaoke: Tuesday night! 


Breakfast Served on Weekends 


Good food and Good Friends 
And New Owner 


10116-124 Street 
Come join us, We are here for you!! 


To Murray Billet 


The following is a copy of the recognition Alberta Liberal MLA 
Laurie Blakeman presented to the Alberta Legislature Monday, 
April 12. (Excerpt taken from Alberta Hansard April 12, 1999) 


MS. BLAKEMAN: Thank you Mr. Speaker. I’d like to recognize 
and thank a constituent of Edmonton-Centre for his many years 
of community activism and advocacy on human rights. Murray 
Billet has recently announced that he is resigning as spokesperson 
for GALA, the Gay and Lesbian Alliance. 


I know that it is not easy to be a public spokesperson, especially for 
human rights. Some people don’t appreciate the message, some 
don’t want anyone to rock the boat or upset people, and., sadly, 
sometimes people are abusive, threatening, and even hateful. 


Mr. Billet has be unfailing in his advocacy. He never shrank from 
an issue. He never allowed himself or his cause to be silenced. He 
was fearless in promoting a message of acceptance, of 
understanding, and, yes, even of activism. I know that Murray has 
met with or written to many of you in this Assembly. He certainly 
kept me on my toes as his MLA. 


He pushes hard and won’t accept pat answers or rhetoric. He and 
others working with him have made tremendous gains in this 
province. I know that Murray will not go quietly into obscurity. 
I fully expect him to continue his work in other ways, but as a 
citizen, a human rights advocate myself and as an MLA, I thank 
him for his hard work and perseverance. 


Thank you, Murray. 


Harold Smith 
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Capital City Politics 


Celebration 
Is 
Deserved 


By Michael Phair 
Edmonton City Councillor 


It has been over a year since the 
Supreme Court ruled that Alberta 
must, under its Individual Rights 
Protection Act prohibit 
discrimination against and protect 
lesbians and gay men. AlthoughI, 
and thousands of others, knew that 
this was a really important 
decision, it has been ‘bigger’ than 
I thought. 


There were many times over the 
past 20 years when I questioned 
whether getting protection and 
outlawing discrimination was that 
big of a deal. I often wondered if 
I, and so many others, were putting 
all of our efforts on only one 
issue—were we too focused? 
Maybe it would be better to forget 
trying to change the legislation 
and work on other kinds of areas 
like the media or education? By 
the late 1980’s and early 90’s, it 
seemed that the general public, 
especially young people had 
moved ‘beyond’ the issue of 
discrimination and were managing 
quite all right. 


I now see that those self-doubts 
were unfounded. I remember the 
briefs we prepared for the 
provincial and federal 
governments, the thousands of 
form letters that we printed up and 
had people sign and send and the 
many petitions that we collected. 
Hundreds of presentations were 
made and thousands of meetings 
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were held among ourselves, among 
our friends and allies. Rallies took 
place, demonstrations were held at 
the legislature and conferences were 
organized. We developed numerous 
strategies and learned a great deal 
about the political system, the law 
and how to deal effectively with the 
media—perhaps we did have a gay 
(and lesbian) agenda! And to those 
who fought us, who discriminated 
against us, the sweetest revenge is 
we have been successful! 


The Supreme Court decision and its 
immediate aftermath were terrifying, 
yet have had a profound impact. The 
hatred, yelling, and irrational 
writings were the ‘last gasp’ of a 
dying era—a prejudice whose time 
had come! The impact on our lesbian 
and gay community has forever 
changed us. Attempts at ‘erecting 
fences’ in Alberta have largely been 
ineffective partly because we have 
challenged such fences and partly 
because ‘fences’ is a code term for 
discrimination and that is prohibited. 


And then on May 20 came the knock 
out punch—the Courts ruled that 
governments must include same sex 
in their definition of ‘couples’. I had 
to catch my breath when the 
announcementcame as this decision, 
coupled with last year’s, has brought 
us roaring into the new millennium 
as full Canadians! Many changes 
will follow from this new decision 
over the next few years and I predict 
that this will happen with barely a 
whimper—most Edmontonians, 
Albertans and Canadians expected 
and accept that two women or two 
men can be acouple. The ‘breaking 
of the dam’ with these two recent 
decisions means that so many 
changes are happening faster than I 
ever thought I would witness in my 
life time. It is truly awesome! 


The timing could not be better. Here 
we are in the last year of the 
millennium, the end of the ‘gay 
nineties” with Pride °99 on our 
doorstep. We are a wonderful 
community and a visible and 
acknowledged community. I can 
truthfully say that this year 
celebration is deserved. We have 
arrived—celebrate Pride ’99! 


(If you have questions/concerns 
about the City, contact Councillor 
Michael Phair at 496-8 146 (phone), 
496-8113 (fax) or by e-mail 
michael.phair@ gov.edmonton.ab.ca) 


Into A 
Judicial 
Wall 


By Pam Barrett ND Leader 


When a political party 
is in opposition, there 
are few things more 
pleasurable than being 
proven correct or being 
able to say, “I told you 
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SO. 


When the Supreme Court of Canada 
recently handed down its landmark 
decision in the M v. H case, the New 
Democrat Opposition was able claim 
that privilege. 

The Tories introduced Bill 12, the 
Domestic Relations Amendment Act 


early on in the most recent session of 


the Legislature. Right from its 
introduction it was clear that it was 
going to be a controversial bill. My 
caucus colleague Raj Pannu, myself 
and thousands of New Democrats 
across Alberta voiced our unequivocal 
opposition to the Bill fora very simple 
reason: it denied same-sex couples 
the same rights and obligations as 
heterosexual common-law couples. 


Even if one ignored all the crucial 
issues of fairness, justice and equality, 
there remained one very compelling 
argument as to why the Government 
should have included same-sex 
couples in the bill. That is that courts 
at all levels and in all provinces have 
been continually ruling against 
legislation that discriminates based 
on sexual orientation. 

We felt — and were proven correct on 
May 20, 1999 — that Bill 12 would 


inevitably run into a judicial wall and 
the Government of Alberta would have 
to start again. Although this Supreme 
Court decision is not strictly binding 
on the Alberta Legislature, it does set 
a legal precedent that will be very 
difficult for any similar Alberta 
legislation to escape. 

Thus all the hard ‘work, taxpayers’ 
money and MLAs time that went into 
debating Bill 12 have been devalued 
and diminished because shortly after 
the bill was passed, a similar law was 
declared unconstitutional. 


The New Democrat Opposition is 
urging the government to accept the 
Supreme Court’s decision and amend 
the affected Alberta statutes. The best 
way to achieve this is to establish a 
committee of experts with experience 
in human rights and family law to 
determine which legislation is affected 
and the mostefficient way of amending 
it. 

However, the Klein government is 
considering using the Notwithstanding 
Clause to escape having to comply 
with the implications of the court’s 
decisions. Unfortunately, this 
government s track record with respect 
to equality for gays and lesbians and 
respecting individual human rights is 
far from stellar. 


One need only recall the notorious 
decision by Justice Minister John 
Havelock to use the Notwithstanding 
Clause to limit the rights of victims of 
sexual sterilization. 

With that in mind, introducing the 
Notwithstanding 
possibility. Iassure all Albertans, that 
I would oppose such a. decision 
absolutely and categorically. 

It’s time for the Tories to come out of 
their 19" century slumber and 
recognize what judges, politicians, 
activists and individual citizens have 
been saying for so long — gays and 
lesbians should be treated equally. It’s 
that simple. 


Clause is a 


Changes 
Bit by 
Bit 


Laurie Blakeman MLA 


Be Proud. Progress has been made 
this session in extending legislative 
remedies to gays and lesbians. 
While small steps were made 
legislatively, the fact that we were 
able to discuss issues like same 
sex survivor benefits, step parent 


adoptions and including same sex 
couples under the definition of 
common-law is something that 
wouldn’t have even been considered 
5 years ago or even 3 years ago. 


Three bills were debated that are of 
interest: Bill 12 Domestic Relations; 
Bill 30 Employment Pensions and 
Bill 30 Miscellaneous Statutes. 


Bill 12 Domestic Relations was up for 
changes to conform with a Supreme Court 
ruling that Alberta covered only married 
couples in this legislation and therefore was 
contravening the Charter by discriminating 
on the basis of marital status. Bill 12 was to 
include common-law couples under the 
legislation. With the help of Equal=Alberta, 
the Alberta Liberals tried mightily to have 
same sex couples included under the new 
definition of common-law. We proposed 
that common-law be defined as any two 
people who a) had lived together for 3 years 
or b) who had achild together or c) who had 
signed a contract together which indicated 
that the Domestic Relations Act would apply 
to them. The amendment was not accepted 
but we did have a good debate in the house 
in which many legitimate points were raised. 
Now that the M and H case has come down, 
I suspect that the legislature will revisit this 
and other legislation. Oh Ralph will threaten 
using the Notwithstanding clause but in the 
end, the Tories cannot defeat the argument 
that extending economic rights to gays and 
lesbians is the logical thing to do. 


The Domestic Relations Act allows one 
partner in a separation to apply for support 


if they were economically disadvantaged as 
aresult of the relationship. This follows all 
the Conservative arguments about allowing 
individuals to take responsibility for 
themselves. To deny this ability to apply for 
support can lead to an individual ending up 
on government support like welfare. Bill 12 
did pass, but added only heterosexual 
common-law couples to the definition. 


Bill 30, Employment Pensions was more of 
asuccess for us. The Employment Pensions 
Act covers mostly private sector pension 
plans plus a few government plans (like 
Local Authorities, the municipal employee 
plan). The legislation was set up to regulate 
private plans to make sure that they were 
managed properly. Now while many private 
sector plans and even agreements from 
collective bargaining processes extend other 
benefits to same sex partners, up to now 
they were not allowed to offer same sex 
survivor benefits from pension plans. Now 
the good news. We were able to get an 
amendment passed which changed one small 
clause in the legislation and that clause will 
allow companies to extend same sex survivor 
pension benefits. This does not cover any 
government plans but would allow unions 
to negotiate with private companies for these 
benefits and will allow private companies to 
offer them. Again, this is an economic 
argument. If a partner in a same sex 
relationship is able to direct their pension 
plan to pay out survivor benefits to their 
partner, the likelihood that that partner will 
have to end up on government assistance is 
greatly diminished. 


Bill 39, Miscellaneous Statutes is a bill 
which covers small changes in many 
different pieces of legislation. In this bill, a 


From the Editor 


Okay Edmonton, this is it! You 
will notice that we have included 
a sixteen-page section all about 
Pride Week in the Capital City. 
Do your very best to get out to 
the many events going on as 
many people have been planning 
this since last autumn. There:is 
no need to compare what we do 
here to any other city, anyplace. 
What other cities do is their 
business and for many they have 
been doing Pride Week for a lot 
more years than Edmonton. In 
most cases the cities are much 
larger (by millions) and there 
are many more people who 
participate. This is going to be 
the best Pride Week we have 
ever had in the many years it has 
been going on. 


Remember and be very proud 


by Dennis Cambly 


of the fact that it was not Edmonton 
that voted for Klein or his boot- 
clicking friend Manning. We are 
just far too intelligent to make such 
a horrific error in judgement. 


Our many thanks to the Pride 
Committee and all the other 
volunteers for the work done. To all 
the businesses that put their dollars 
to work, we give them a great big 
hug and offer much gratitude. It is 
when you combine the two that 
magic takes place and the stage is 
set for our next big adventure. 
Something really wonderful also 
happened during the months of 
planning... gay men and lesbians 
worked together. There is common 
ground and now that it has 
happened, let us put our minds 
together to continue building our 
Capital City gay and lesbian 
community. 


There will be those who will come 
into our city, and do whatever it 


takes to destroy the good work that has 
been ongoing for over 20 years. For the 
most part it comes from people who are 
still kicking bullshit off their boots. We 
know who these people are and just 
need to politely tell them that they do 
not speak for the active and not so 
active gays and lesbians in Edmonton. 
They do not live, work, volunteer, get 
active in community groups, or know 
what the fuck they are talking about 
when itcomes to the political body. The 
hustler does not require intelligence, 
just the ability to be sneaky. 


To all the people who joined into the 
Times .10 family of volunteers for the 
Pride Section, we welcome you.. You 
are always welcome to stay around and 
assist us during the year. We have been 
doing this for six years without any 
financial gain to anyone who helps with 
Times .10. Yes, that is right, no financial 
gain. To whoever started the rumour 
that people at Times .10 are making 
money from this publication, go stick it 
in your ear. All of the money that comes 
tous is used to produce this publication. 


small change was made to the Child Welfare 
Act which will allow a ‘step-parent’ to 
officially adopt the child of their partner. 
Now, the drawback is that step-parent was not 
defined in the legislation, and if the courts 
default to a dictionary definition of step- 
parent, the dictionary indicates heterosexual 
couples. The Liberals tried to get a definition 
included which would have made the act less 
susceptible to this but at the last minute 
couldn’ t get it through. If you read the news 
stories around this issue, it is clear that the 
Conservatives meant the change to include 
same-sex couples, so perhaps the courts will 
incorporate that. 


We still have a fall sitting to go and may see 
some new bills introduced which will deal 
with the effect of the Mand H case. Although 
the Supreme Court ruling was on an Ontario 
case, it is a sign of things to come and many 
provinces are already changing their 
legislation before a similar case can get started 
in their province. Expect Alberta to hem and 
haw and threaten the ‘notwithstanding’ clause. 
If or when that happens, get your dialing 
fingers ready to phone, email, fax and mail 
your support for changing Alberta legislation 
to conform with the Supreme Court ruling for 
Ontario. © 


If you would like more information on 
any of these bills or want to bring 
something else to my attention please 
contact me at the Edmonton-Centre 
constituency office. Phone 414-0743. 
Fax 414-0772. Email 
blakeman@oanet.com or drop by 
10042-116 Street Edmonton, AB. 
TSK 1V6 ~ 


This publication was started so that 
gay and lesbians could have a way to 
communicate what is happening wit 
their lives in Edmonton. Quite 
frankly, we just got tired of listening 
to some people in Calgary (six years 
ago) tell us that we were ignorant and 
did not know anything about being 
gay or lesbian. Six years later, we are 
still waiting for them to vote any ga 
official into office. Sometimes people 
think they are way ahead in the race 
when all they are really doing i 
choking on the dust from those out 
front. 


Edmonton, you have a great deal to 
be proud of as we enter the ne 
millenium. We give our thanks to 
those who worked over the years to 
enhance our lives today. To all the 
community groups, volunteers 
businesses and others who let thei 
names stand out front, we are foreve 
grateful. 


Tending 


Soul in 
the 
Age of 
AIDS 


By Christine Downing 


I don’t know for how many others in 
a conscious everyday inescapable 
way this is the Age of AIDS, but for 
me it is, and has been for almost 
exactly seventeen years, since the 
day I returned from a five month trip 
around the world during which | 
unexpectedly went through 
menopause. Reflecting on what this 
big transition meant to me at a soul 
level, I discovered how grateful I 
was to be a woman, 
woman’s body which so insistently 
finds ways of reminding us of our 
participation in the natural rhythms 
of birth, death, and renewal. My 
body seemed to be telling me that I 
was entering the last third of life, 


to have a 
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entering a life-stage one of whose 
primary tasks would be coming to terms 
with endings, both welcomed and 
regretted, including the biggest ending 
of all, death. When I came home from 
that trip I found a letter waiting for me 
from a former graduate student telling 
me that his lover was dying of Kaposi’s 
sarcoma and that he feared his own 
immune system was also irreparably 
compromised, that he ,too, would soon 
be dying. Of course, then, in 1982, we 
didn’t have the word AIDS—but we 
did have AIDS. Soon more and more of 
the men I loved were dying or dead or 
living with the knowledge of their own 
infection, and all were living with the 
loss of beloved others, not just 
individual others, but sometimes it 
seemed of our whole community. And 
every one of us could say just when we 
were first initiated into the Age of 
AIDS, first found ourselves on what 
Paul Monette called Planet AIDS. Once 
there, we live there. AIDS is part of our 
everyday consciousness—though, in 
another sense, we keep getting hit with 
its horror all over again. We go numb, 
think we re acclimated, and then.... 

So, yes. linhabit this planet. The others 
who live here are my people, my 
community. Perhaps partly because I’m 
a lesbian. Perhaps partly because | 
spent most of a decade of my life, my 
40’s, being lovers first with one gay 
man and then with another—much to 
my surprise and certainly to theirs! and 
Philip, one of those men. is now dead. 


THEATRE 


8712 - 109 ST. 


24 hiaece movie info-lin 


433-0728 


or on the internet 
http://www.edmovieguide.com 


When the plague first appeared, I didn’t 
know if I’d been infected or not and 
avoided taking the test. Of course, I didn’t 
want to learn I was positive but I also 
didn’t want to know I wasn’t, because 
that would mean that those who were 
would be “they” and I would be their 
“other,” not part of the community living 
on Planet AIDS after all. Eventually | 
realized that of course I live in that world 
no matter what. I took the test and learned 
that I was negative. By then I had come to 


believe that we all live in the Age of 


AIDS—regardless of whether or not 
we’ re sero-positive, and not only because 
AIDS isn’t simply a gay disease even 
here in America but also attacks 
hemophiliacs, [V-drug users, African- 
Americans, women, children, infants— 
but because we all live in a world 
transformedby AIDS. Or, more 
accurately, we have been returned by 
AIDS to the world as most humans have 
always experienced it. Part of what 
underlies the terror and horror that AIDS 
evokes is that for the last fifty years or 
more most of us in the West—at least the 
white and privileged among us—have 
imagined ourselves immune to disfiguring 
illness or early death. AIDS has returned 
us to an age-old world where death is 
inescapable, fearful, omnipresent. 

AIDS has returned us to the world where 
souls live. | almost hesitate to put it that 
way, because recently “soul” seems to 
have become such a popular word, a 


word to be found all over the best seller 


st, a word in danger of being leeched of 


its meaning. Yet the word’s current 


popularity may also be a sign that we 
live in atime when we again need this 
word, need a word with different 
connotations from those evoked by 
the word “spirit.” “Spirit” implies a 
viewpoint that sees meaning in 
transcendence, in moving beyond, 
earth and body; whereas a 
perspective finds meaning in 
our embodied earth-bound lives with 
all their messiness, 

Once it was important to me not to 
become bitter, a kind of survival skill. 
I didn’t want to be burdened, always, 
by the shadow of a difficult family; 


above, 
“soul” 


there was an energy in me that wanted 
to move forward, not be locked in 
contemplation of the past. But I’m 
forty, and my life’s at midpoint (hard 
to think, living in a battlefield, 
my friends dying at my age or younger, 
my neighborhood full of men who 
maybe won’t see forty) and I begin to 
think maybe there is a need for 
bitterness in adult life. Are we children 
without it, self-deluded? Is there 
something in disenchantment which 
strikes the balance, a darker chord in 
the self which lends us gravity, depth? 
A ballast against the spirit’s will to 


now, 


rise? 

Probably none of us ever journey into 
the underworld willingly. Going there 
usually feels like an abduction, as it 
did for Persephone, the much-loved 
daughter of the grain goddess Demeter, 
who one day while gathering flowers 
in a meadow, in,.the, company ol 
group of other young maidens was 
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forcibly seized by Hades, god of the 
underworld. Persephone was filled 
with fear; her mother was consumed 
by rage and grief; though eventually 
Persephone came to feel at home in 
the underworld and her mothercame 
to accept that though her daughter 
would still spend part of each year 
with her, her real life was now that 
of goddess of the realm of souls. 

For many ofus it has been AIDS that 
has forced this soul journey on us. 
In saying this I do not mean that 
AIDS necessarily deepens, nor do I 
mean that AIDS is some kind of 
blessing in disguise, a wonderfully 
transformative gift. Itisn’t—it’s shit. 
And, of course, many different 
experiences not only confrontation 
with AIDS can bring us to the 
underworld. As Shug says in Alice 
Walker’s Color Purple, “trouble do 
it for most folks,” and there are lots 
of other big troubles. Yet I believe 
that AIDS because of how it brings 
together sexuality and death may 
bring us to soul in an especially 
powerful way. AIDS reconnects us 
to the age-old recognition of the 
interrelation between love and death. 
As Freud found, in the light of death, 
sex becomes Eros, becomes not just 
pleasure but connection. The 
challenge is somehow to accept 
death and still love life, for to live is 
to love. Because to affirm sex is to 
affirm the body and bodies die, sex 
makes us aware of our finitude and 
mortality. I remember the last time 
close to the end of his life 1 made 
love with Philip (long after our 
relationship had ceased to be sexual 
in any conventional sense), a love- 
making as tender and ecstatic and 
bittersweet as any I have known. As 
we held each other, as I touched 
ever so gently what remained of his 


long-loved body, as he ever so frailly 
touched me, we remembered all the many 
other times we’d touched each other in 
love and knew that we would never do so 
again. 

Sexuality in some sense always has this 
connection to death. Buteven 
more inescapably so in the 
face of AIDS, for although 
AIDS is not literally a sexual 
but rather a blood-borne 
disease, and is not only 
transmitted through love- 
making—nevertheless for 
those I have known well who 
have had AIDS, it has been 
transmitted sexually. Which 
means these men have had to 
live with the knowledge that 
their lovemaking has also 
been a death making. They 
have had to live with the 
knowledge that the body, the 
penis, the semen, which were 
oncea source of life-affirming 
pride may now be fatal to 
others. They have had to live 
with the knowledge that an 
act of love may have brought 
death into their body or that 
through an act of love they 
may have brought death to 
another. How does one live 
with such knowledge? 
AIDS forces us to go into 
these hard places, forces us to go into all 
kinds of feelings, including many we 
may be ashamed of: rage, grief, fear of 
abandonment and rejection, self-pity, 
self-hatred, guilt, panic, despair. I’ve 
come to believe that tending soul means 
really being open to these feelings, going 
into the hard places, the underworld. 
Attending to soul means trying to learn 
what these unwelcome feelings are 
saying to us, means learning they are 


‘integral. parts of a whole life and that 


EQUAL=ALBERTA [Edmonton] 
is hosting a 


PRIDE WEEK TOWN HALL 


WEDNESDAY JUNE 16 at 7:00 pm 


Much has happened since our last town hall and EQUAL=ALBERTA 
[Edmonton] is hoping to get some direction from the LGBT communities 
on what our future direction should look like. The government is not cav- 

ing in but there is considerable movement toward equality in 
Alberta and we need to keep the momentum up, and 
we need your help in doing just that. 


We invite EVERYONE to join us for a 


COMMUNITY DISCUSSION ON OUR FUTURE. 


at the 


UNITARIAN CHURCH 
12530 - 200 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 


For more information call Robert at 488-5742 or Julie at 497-7755 


they can cohabit us along with hope, 
peace, love. 

I speak as a lover, as someone who has 
deeply loved men who have died or are 
dying, or who are living with AIDS. I 
speak as someone who deeply loves 


words, language, metaphors, myths, 
stories, poetry. And who believes that 
images can heal. Not cure. Heal. To 
name, to image, the horror may help us 
come to terms with it — not erase it, but 
give it its place. I believe that words can 
help us become intimates of our 
experience, get close to its actual, 
particular details. I believe that words 
can help us share our experience and 
share in another’s. 

I see poets and storytellers as our healers, 
as shamans who move into the world of 
images on our behalf, for they are more 
gifted than most of us at finding the right 
words, at escaping the cliches and the 
sentimental, at keeping their words loud 
and rude and strong and queer. Their 
fierceness of perception, their urgent, 
angry, tender acts of witnessing, their 
passionate optimism, help us see, and 
unless we really see, we cannot accept, 
cannot love. 

They remind us to continue to celebrate 
our sexuality, to continue to rejoice in 
our bodies, in our capacity for ecstasy 
and for communion, capacities still 
mediated through bodily touch. They 
call upon us not to let AIDS rob us of our 
delight in being desiring, pleasure- 
seeking and pleasure-giving beings. 
There is a wonderful passage in Heaven’ s 
Coast where Mark Doty writes of how 
his lover, lying on a hospital bed in their 
living room, watching P-town’s beautiful 
young men parade back and forth past 
their front window, fantasizes having 
sex with them. Mark at first finds this 
strange, almost threatening, but comes 
to bless this sign that a man who always 
loved the world continued right to the 
end to do so. 

It is so important to continue to celebrate 


the affirmation of gay sexuality that 
blossomed in the later 1960’s and 1970's, 
in those all too short years between 
Stonewall and our becoming aware of 
the threats posed by AIDS. But it is 
important also to find ways of honoring 
some of the changes that have occurred 
in the gay world since 1981. The heroism 
that many have shown. The 
compassionate care for others that many 
have exercised. The wisdom of a grateful 
appreciation of the gift of the most 
ordinary life-filled moment that many 
have come to. The deeper sense of truly 
constituting acommunity that many have 
experienced. The discovery of more 
permanent and more soul-oriented bonds 
that many have made. All these may be 
recognized as blessings, without our 
applauding the cause or denying the 
cost. “Does anybody ever get taught 
these things by anything other than 
tragedy?” asks Paul Monette in 
Borrowed Time 

But I see this archetype as also embodied 
in less well-known men I’ve loved. One 
was a 38 year old physician who even 
just before his death was the most zestful 
life-loving person I have known. Andy 
had become so sensitive to the beauty of 
this world that he was about to leave that 
an apricot sunset or a Botticelli madonna 
would bring him to tears, tears of joy and 
appreciation. A physician all his adult 
life, he resigned from his position as an 
emergency room physician when he first 
fell ill four years ago and soon became 
nationally prominent as a doctor with 
AIDS actively involved with Act-Up 
the gay rights protest group. In this 
unique role he worked to encourage 
other doctors to support its campaigns 
for accelerated AIDS research and for 
making the fruits of that research 
available and affordable. He put all his 
energy into serving as an intermediary 
between the physicians and researchers 
on the one hand and persons with AIDS 
on the other. He often told me that he 
believed that only in these last years was 
he doing what he felt he was born to 
do—fully using all his gifts, as a 
charismatic speaker and a compassionate 
physician. His wound and his healing 
were deeply intertwined. 

After his diagnosis, my other friend, an 
actor, a playwright, and a director put 
his energies ever more effectively than 
before into outrageous, in-your-face 
queer theater. A year or so after his 
death I dreamt of visiting Martin in New 
York. He was pleased to see me but said 
he had little time to talk, he was on his 
way to a dress rehearsal of a new 
performance piece. He invited me to 
come along, which I did, and gave me 
tickets for the next evening’s opening 
night performance. When I arrived for 
the opening, I made my way to my 
second row seat and saw that the first 
row was filled by all the men I’ve loved 
who’ve died of AIDS — Philip and 
Andy and the too many others whose 
names you wouldn’t recognize. I knew 
then that Martin is there (wherever 
“there” is) still helping others laugh at 
what is beyond tears. 


(Christine Downing is author of Myths 
and Mysteries of Same-Sex Love.) 


What Is 
ERBA? 


By David Ushko 


ERBA stands for Edmonton Rainbow 
Business Association. We started meeting 
last summer and we currently have about 20 
members. Our current members are lesbian, 
gay, gay friendly straight people and 
supportive allies who own and operate their 
own businesses. Some of our members have 
been in business for many years, some like 
myself have only been in business for a brief 
period of time. Ourcurrent members include 
a wide range businesses: accounting/tax, 
legal, financial services, foreign exchange, 
travel, video, landscaping, real estate, 
counseling, computer services, insurance, 
newspapers (Times. 10) and arestaurant/bar. 


While we are a new group, we are ambitious 
and are getting involved in our community, 
as well as making good business contacts. 
We are sponsoring the upcoming launch 
party and media launch for the Greater 


Week. Our other current activities include our 
Friday lunch, which is a social gathering the 
second Friday of each month, our monthly business 
meeting on the second Tuesday of the month and 
a social mixer after our business meeting. Come 
join us. Guests are welcome and we are eager to 
continue to build an exciting group. 


For more information on ERBA or ERBA 
membership, call Bill at 422-6207 or Barb at 448- 
3660. For information on our social events and 
meeting times for June, see the display ad in 
Times.10. For information on Pride Events, see 
the Pride Events Section in Times. 10. 


New Poll Highlights 
Connection Between 
Anti-Gay, Racist 
Attitudes In Schools 
and Student-On- 
Student Violence 


- GLSEN Executive Director Kevin Jennings 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK - The Gay, Lesbian and 
Straight Education Network (GLSEN) said today that a 
new Gallup Poll linking anti-gay and racist attitudes with 
student-on-student violence should send a clear mandate 
for school administrators to address these prejudices as 
they work to create comprehensive safe schools plans. The 
poll, released yesterday, revealed that high school students 
who are aware of ‘violence-prone’ groups in their schools 
believe these groups present a particular threat to gay 
students. Fifty-eight percent affirmed that ‘violence-prone’ 
groups could be dangerous to gay students, with fifty 
percent reporting to have heard these groups espouse 
‘hatred of gays.’ Fifty-one percent of the students also 
stated that ‘violence-prone’ groups could be dangerous to 
black, Hispanic or other minority students. 

“These findings strongly suggest that countering 
anti-gay bias and racism in the classroom goes hand in hand 
with countering violence in schools. You can’t do one 
without the other,” said GLSEN Executive Director Kevin 
Jennings. “Especially in post-Columbine America, school 
officials must realize that tolerating anti-gay bias and 
racism in the school community creates a learning 
environment that is ultimately unsafe for every student.” 

GLSEN notes that while this poll points only to the 
potential for violence, studies show that lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender students face actual harassment on a near- 
daily basis. The Massachusetts State Department of 
Education and the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention recently found that lesbian, gay and bisexual 
students are more than seven times as likely as their 
heterosexual classmates to be threatened with a weapon at 
school. They are also more than five times as likely to skip 
school due to feeling unsafe at oren route to school. Finally, 
GLSEN studies indicate that the average high school student 
hears anti-gay epithets 25 times a day. 


(GLSEN is the largest national organization 
working to end the damaging effects of anti-gay 


Edmonton Pride Pages in cooperation with 
the Pride Pages organization. We are also 
co-sponsoring the upcoming Business Fair 
and sponsoring the Pride Dance during Pride 


“These findings strongly suggest that countering 
anti-gay bias and racism in the classroom goes hand 
in hand with countering violence in schools. You 
can’t do one without the other.” 


bias in America’s K-12 schools. Founded 
nationally in 1994, GLSEN now has 85 chapters 
working in communities across the country.) 


TRANS WEST 
INSURANCE BROKERS 


(ONOWAY BRANCH) 
OFFICE: 967 2282 FAX: 967 5458 


INSURANCE PREMIUMS TOO HIGH! 


YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR DISCOUNTS! 


QUOTATIONS FOR: 
AUTO/HOME 


TENANT/CONDO 
FARM / COMMERCIAL 
MOBILE HOME / REC. VEHICLES 


SPECIAL MARKETS FOR: 
HIGH RISK DRIVERS / CANCELLED INSURANCE 


-CONVENIENT PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE 
-AFTER HOURS SERVICE & HOUSE CALLS. 


FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS 
CALL AN EXPERT TODAY. 


KEN VAUGHAN (F.LLC.) 


PROUD MEMBER OF THE GAY COMMUNITY 


454-6552 


12212 - 107 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5M 4A8 


Greater Edmonton Gay Community 


Support Groups and Services 


AIDS Network of Edmonton 
Society 

AIDS Network of Edmonton works 
cooperatively with all those 
organizations in Alberta and across 
the country who are working to help 
limit the spread of HIV infection. 
Today the network provides 
Education, Info-Line, Speakers 
Bureau, Resource material and 
various Support groups. If you wish 
to know more about the Network, call 
488-5742. E-mail: 

anoes @connect.ab.ca. 


Affirm United 

(United Church of Canada) meets at 
McDougall United Church 10025 - 
101 St. Last Saturday of the month, at 
7:30 - 9:30 PM For more info, call: 
Larry at 429-4269 or Phyllis/Tess at 
474-0862. 


Alberta Pflag 

Meets the last Sunday of each month 
at Knox-Met Church. The Church is 
located at the corner of 109 Street 
and 83 Avenue. Meeting time is 2 
P.M. Contact Ellen by phone at 465- 
3057 or by e:mail 
showrish@compusmart.ab.ca. 


that they may solve their common 
problem and help others to recover 
from alcoholism. The only 
requirement for membership is a 
desire to stop drinking. Call 424- 
5900 for times and places of Gay and 
Lesbian meetings. 


AXIOS - Edmonton 

AXIOS is an international 
organization of Eastern Orthodox and 
Eastern-Rite Catholic Gay and 
Lesbian Christians. Our mandate is to 
promote a greater understanding of 
human sexuality and spirituality 
within the Eastern Christian tradition. 
The AXIOS monthly newsletter is 
available via the Internet. Contact 
Dushan at 454-8449 for more 
information. 


Bare Naked Boys Club of 
Edmonton - BNBCE 

A naturist group of gay men in 
Edmonton interested in social nudity. 
This is not a sex club. Men of all ages 
welcome. Call Fred at 469-7231 for 
information. 


The B.E.A.R.S. of Edmonton 


‘A group for hairy men and their 


admirers meet the last Friday of the 
month 9:00 p. m. - 11:00 p.m. at 
Boots. Or write us at #47, 10024- 
82nd Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta, 
Canada T6E 1Z3. Our email 
address is 

bears @ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Brethren Mennonite Council 

For Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual 
concerns. This is a support 
community for gay, lesbian and 
bisexual Mennonites and friends. 
Contact Tim at 434-5360 or Garrett 
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at 423-1725 or e-mail: 
garrett.epp @ ualberta.ca. 


Dignity Edmonton 

This Edmonton chapter is a support 
community for gay and lesbian Catholics 
and friends. Contact Bernard at 451-1794 or 
Joseph at 481-4218 


Classics 

A social group for lesbians over 40. 
Meetings on the first Sunday of the month at 
2 p.m.. Call Donna at 456-1008 


Edmonton Prime Timers 

We are a chapter of Prime Timers 
Worldwide, an international social 
organization for mature gay and bisexual 
men and their younger friends over 21. Our 
activities include: theatre nights, video 
nights, pub nights. Sunday brunches, and 
dining out. We meet every second Sunday 
(except July and August) at 3:00 PM at the 
Unitarian Church of Edmonton (12530 110 
Ave.) for a social period, a guest speaker, 
and an optional supper at a restaurant. For 
more information, contact Peter at 426- 
7019, Ron by e-mail at 

mercury @planet.eon.net, or better yet...join 
us at our monthly meeting. 


singing with EVM or working in the areas 
of promotion, staging or front of house 
concerts and events, please contact us at P. 
O. Box 12091, Main Post Office, T5J 3L2 
or telephone 988-4620. E-mail: 

evm @freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Equal=Alberta [Edmonton] 
Equal=Alberta [Edmonton] is a group of 
concerned citizens working to ensure gay 
and lesbian Albertans remain protected 
under Alberta’s Human Rights Legislation 
and to ensure equal treatment for all 
Albertans. Call: (780) 488-3234 Fax (780) 
482-2855. By Email: 

equalalberta@ hotmail.com 

or visit our Website: 
www.freenet.edmonton.ab.ca/glcce/ 
equal.htm 


Feather of Hope Aboriginal AIDS 
Prevention Society 

The Feather of Hope was founded on a need 
to provide AIDS education and support to 
Native People in Alberta. Through 
education and the development of 
communities in partnership, it is hoped that 
the spread of AIDS will be lessened: 
Volunteers are very important to us, if you 
can help, or would simply like some more 
information call 488-5773 


Free-To-Be Volleyball Association 

The Association aspires to provide 
opportunities for our community to play 
volleyball in a supportive atmosphere. 
There are 4 leagues: 1) Recreational - 
Contact Rick at 497-7585; 2) Beach 
(summer) - Contact Rick at 497-7585; 3) 
Competitive - contact Geoff at 420-6698; 4) 
Tournament - Contact Andrew at 435-9379. 
E-mail : freetobevball @hotmail.com 


Gay and Lesbian Community Centre of 
Edmonton (G.L.C.C.E.) 
The centre contributes to the well-being of 


Edmonton’s gay, lesbian and bisexual 
community through informational, social 
support services and its social information 
line. The services offered by the centre include 
an information line, telephone referrals, 
library, and drop-in peer support counselling. 
Further information is available at 488-3234. 
E-Mail glcce @ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Gay Men’s Wednesday Coffee Evenings. 

At 7:30 p.m. Breadstick Cafe at 10159 - 82 
Avenue. This group fosters a safe, comfortable 
environment for all its participants. At the 
same time, it discourages attendance solely for 
sexual relations. Join us to relax, share 
experiences, and establish friendships. There 
is no age limit. Tel: 403-463-2098 (Graham) 
E-mail: gwatts @ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca. 
Website: www.geocities.com/WestHolly wood/ 
Castro/5598 


Gay Men’s Outreach Crew (G.M.O.C.) 
G.M.O.C. is a peer education initiative for 
gay/bisexual men that works toward: 
preventing the spread of HIV amongst men 
who have sex with men, advocating for healthy 
lifestyle choices, and addressing social and 
health concerns by fostering self-esteem and 
gay positive attitudes. For information on 
G.M.O.C. workshops and other activities, call 
our information and contact line at 944-1394 


each month, one on the second Thursday and 
one on the third Saturday. For more 
information write to Illusions Social Club. 
Our mailing address is Box 1852, Edmonton, 
TSK 2P2; or phone 488-3234 (GLCCE) on 
Tuesday evenings to talk to someone person to 
person. 


Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose 
The mission of the Court is to raise funds for 
charities and other organizations which either 
provide direct services to gay and lesbian 
individuals. Meetings of the Society are held at 
8 PM on the last Wednesday of the month at 
the Garage.Our website is at: http:// 
www.geocitiés.com/WestHolly wood/5904 


Interfaith Association on AIDS Edmonton 
The purpose of this association is to sensitize 
local faith communities and their leaders to the 
unique spiritual and emotional needs of those 
infected by HIV/AIDS. The following faith 
communities are included: Anglican, Baha’ i, 
Baptist, Beth Shalom Synagogue, Lutheran, 
Metropolitan Community Church, Roman 
Catholic, Temple Beth Ora, Ukrainian 
Catholic, Unitarian and United Churches. 
Phone 448-1768 for more information. Email: 
anoes @connect.ab.ca. 


Lambda Christian Community Church 
We are a non-denominational evangelical 
Christian church, One of our primary goals is 
to provide a safe and affirming environment 
for all who desire to worship God. Lambda 
Community Church, 11148-84 Avenue 
(Garneau United Church) Edmonton, T6G 
OV8. Call 474-0753. Weekly Sunday service 
at 7 p. m. 


Liaison Committee, The 

In June of 1993, Edmonton Police Service and 
the Gay and Lesbian community for met a 
liaison to promote an atmosphere of 
understanding and mutual respect. For more 


info, call Edmonton Police Service at 
423-4567 or contact the committee at 
421-2277 


Living Positive 

Emotional, spiritual and psychological 
support is available through Living 
Positive to all those affected by HIV 
infection. We offer strong, loving, 
confidential support. We also meet 
weekly and share our mutual experiences. 
Living Positive is entirely directed by and 
for people who share a common diagnosis 
of HIV+. Peer counselling, hospital visits 
and a speakers bureau are also available 
through our society. Phone 488-5768 


Long Yang Club Edmonton Chapter 
We are an International orginization for 
Gay-Asians and non-Asians. We are the 
Worlds largest with chapters in 28 cities 
and 11 countries.Come and Join US ! 
Contact us at nivek @planet.eon.net. Or 
call Kevin at 455-2353. 


Lutherans Concerned: Edmonton 

We are a spiritual community for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and straight people. 
Lutherans Concerned gathers monthly for 
worship, sharing, and friendship. We offer 
individual support and a safe space for 


Edmonton Vocal Minority ext 4662. our own spiritual questions. Call Mette at 
Alcoholics Anonymous A mixed voice chorus joining together in a 461-5571, or write P.O, Box | 1095, 
A Aisa fellowship of men and common love of music and a desire to build _‘ Illusions Social Club Edmonton, AB, TSJ 3K4 e-mail: 
: women who share their experience a greater spirit of unity and pride in the A social club for Crossdressers, Transsexuals luthconc @ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 
Bee “ strength and hope with each other lesbigay community. If you are interested in and their supporters. We hold two socials 


Metropolitan Community Church of 
Edmonton (M.C.C.)  ~ — 
We are a local church within the 
denomination of the Universal Fellowship 
of Metropolitan Community Churches. 
Our major focus is to the defranchised of 
society. The UFMCC allows anyone to 
feel a part of the Christian Community 
and to claim our place in God’s Universe. 
Services are open to all. We worship on 
Sunday evenings at 7:15 at McDougall 
United Church - South entrance. Please 
feel free to join us! Call 429-2321 for 
more information. E-mail: 

revbev @compusmart.ab.ca 


M.C.C. Youth Group 

Provides a safe environment for gay/les/ 
bi/trans youth, to express themselves 
freely, explore sexuality and to experience 
god’s/goddess’ healing and wholeness. 
How we intend to achieve this goal is 
through social, recreational, educational 
and cultural activities. We are meeting on 
Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m. If you have 
any further questions please E-mail Pam 
at pamjoce @telusplanet.net. Our phone 
number is 429-2321 


N.E.O.N : Needing Each Other Now. 
This name seems very appropriate for the 
youth group not to mention how styling it 
sounds. N.E.O.N focuses on and takes 
into consideration everything to make an 
environment that feels safe and 
comfortable for youth. Currently 
N.E.O.N meets every Thursday at 
Jazzberries (10116 - 124th st) between the 
hours of 8:00 p.m and 10:00 p.m. Please 
come and join us!! For more information 
e-mail Marcia at neonneon @hotmail.com 


Northern Chaps 

Edmonton’s Leather - Fetish club for Gay, 
Lesbian, and straight men and womyn was 
established six years ago. We strike to 


educate the rest of the community 
through workshops, staged 
demonstrations and events in ordér to 
heighten awareness. Northern Chaps 
meets at Boots & Saddle on the first and 
third Friday of each month at 9 PM. For 
information, phone GLCCE at 488-3234. 
The e-mail address: 
geoffw@compusmart.ab.ca 


Northern Titans 

Northern Titans International Bowling 
League meets every Saturday, at 5:00pm 
September to April, at Pins & Cues 
Bowling & Billiards Centre, Southeast 
corner of Westmount Shopping Centre, 
111 Ave. & 135 St. For more 
information, please call Garry Billett at 
(403) 426-6311 


Out and Out (07) 

An Outdoor and Recreation Group for 
Edmonton’s Lesbigay Community and 
their friends. Membership is $5.00 per 
calendar year. Free newsletter published 
bimonthly and available at local gay 
hangouts. O~ Hotline is 988-3132 for 
activity inf., who to contact, how to join 
etc. Get Involved - Have Fun - Meet New 
People. 


OUTreach 

OUTreach is a university-based 
organization for gays, lesbians and 
bisexuals interested in an academic 
atmosphere. Meetings are held every 
Tuesday at 5:00 p.m. on campus; main 
floor of the Athabasea-hall.. Topics vary 
from week to week. Additional 
information is available by calling 988- 
4166. E-mail: 
outreach @ gpu.srv.ualberta.ca 


Edmonton PFLAG/T 

Parents, Families & Friends of Lesbians 
& Gays. Edmonton PFLAG/T promotes 
the health and well-being of Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender 
persons, their families and friends 


through support, education and advocacy. 
‘Meetings are held the 3rd Tuesday of the 


month at GLCCE. For information 
contact Lynne at 462-5958 or e-mail: 
pflag @ freenet.edmonton.ab.ca. 


Team Edmonton 

Team Edmonton - Gay Games 
Association is set up to provide an 
opportunity for person interested in 
participating in the Gay Games through 
fund raising. If you would like to be 
involved with Team Edmonton, call 
Johann at 437-0687. 


Youth Understanding Youth 

We meet every Saturday from 8 to 10 pm 
at the Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre of Edmonton, Suite 103, 10612- 
124 Street. A social support group for 
anyone under the age of 25 years. For 
more information or the give your input, 
phone GLCCE at 488-3234 or email: 
yuyedm @hotmail.com 


Visions - Unitarian Church of 
Edmonton 

Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender 
discussion group. We meet the 4th 
Wednesday of the month. Call UCE at 
454-8073 or Anita at 454-1992. Not 
necessarily Christian. 


Womonspace 

The purpose of Womonspace is to foster a 
positive Lesbian identity among the larger 
community and ourselves. We hold dances, 
produce a newsletter and hold other 
activities. For information phone 482-1794 
and visit our Web Page address is - http:// 
www.gaycanada.com/womonspace/ 


Regional Organizations 


Freedom Fort McMurray 

A social Support group for Gays/Lesbian/ 
Bisexual & Transgendered Persons and their 
friends. For information on upcoming events 
and inquirings into membership please call 
our Freedom line (780)799-GAY 1 (4291). 
To speak directly with a welcoming 
committee member call between 3-6pm on 
Tuesdays or Thursdays. You may leave a 
message any other time. Or you may e-mail 
us at dakota54 @telusplanet.net or mail us at 
“Freedom Fort McMurray c/o Money Mart 
Suite #1, 9713 Harding St. Fort McMurray, 
AB T9H 1L2 or visit our web site at 
www.telusplanet.net/public/dakota54/ 
index.htm 


Northern Rainbow Youth 

A support group for Highschool students. 
Our email address is 
nry13_18@hotmail.com and our web page is 
www.mhenley.com/ashe/nry any highschool 
student can get more info by contacting their 
school guidence counsellor. If you want 
more info yourself then you can call Crystal 
at (780)790-0775 at work 


High Level Gay and Lesbian Support 
Group 

The High Level Support Group offers info 
on suicide prevention, monthly 
meetings,provincial events, gay 
organizations, information on a place to 
meet and free councilling provided by High 
level mental health for both gay people and 
parents of gay children. Our web site address 
is http://www. geocities.com/westhollywood/ 
park/7702/ or write us at po box 3434, High 
Level, Alta, TOH-1Z0 or call 403-926-3989 


Out North, 

P.O. Box 2895, 
Yellowknife, NWT 
X1A 2N7. 


Prince George 

GALA North: 

To contact Queer North: mail: Box 149 
Grande Prairie, AB T8V4Z3 

e-mail: pellerin@ gprc.ab.ca. 


GEORGIA BATHS 
Edmonton's Original Ga 


veryday 94M -2 PM 
Lockers $5 
Rooms $8 


Ask about other G. B, Specials 


No I.D. Required for Deposit 
9668 Jasper Avenue (90St 
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Writes of Passage 


By Shawn Mooney 


In moments of ecstasy, in moments of 
despair, the journal remains an impassive, 
silent friend, forever ready to console, to 
confront, to contain, to cheer on. Its 
potential as a tool for holistic mental 
health is unsurpassed. 


Kay Adams, Journal To The Self 


When life turns chaotic, I depend upon my 
journal even more than usual to help me 
keep going. With two months left to go 
before I move from Toronto to Edmonton, 
intense emotions are coming up for me: 
fear, sadness, excitement, doubt, and 
exhilaration. Thankfully, I have a place to 
express all this craziness and glee and pain, 
a way to explore and contain and dialogue 
with myself. Journal-writing is the primary 
way I stay grounded. 


I began keeping a diary as apre-teen, and in 
high school I wrote on a weekly basis. 
Once I got to university, I was too busy with 
friends and partying to write, so I began 
speaking my journal onto tape. When I 
finally came out to myself at the age of 20, 
the deepest part of the process was talking 
to myself lying in bed late at night, 
microphone in hand. 


Seven years ago, I switched back to writing 
and I’ ve become more and more persuaded 
that journalling enhances my well being. 
Over the years I have chronicled relationship 
foibles and joys, academic and career 
journeys, dreams, friendships, family 
relationships and sexuality. If 1 don’t write 
for more than a couple days ina row, I feel 
wobbly inside. Once’ ve expressed myself 
honestly in my journal, lamagainrenewed, 
ready to face whatever is going on in my 
life with more clarity and inner awareness. 


Last summer, I trained at the Center for 
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Becoming Ours@ves: 


Journal Therapy in Colorado and since then, 
I’ve been teaching Journal to the Self workshops, 
created by the Center’s founder, therapist Kay 
Adams.  Kay’s multifaceted approach has 
deepened my sense of what is possible in my 
journal. I now have a toolbox of various 
techniques to more fully express whatever I may 
need to get at. My journalling has become more 
creative and helpful. 


Writing does heal. Studies have shown that 
writing about painful emotions and trauma helps 
boosts the immune system and lowers blood 
pressure. The most recent study, released in 
April by the American Medical Association, 
reveals that people with asthma and rheumatoid 
arthritis who write regularly about upsetting 
personal experiences show a marked 
improvement in their physical symptoms. 


Last weekend ina Journal To The Self workshop 
I’m teaching, a woman had a powerful 
experience of how writing can alleviate physical 
symptoms. In the middle of the class, she 
reported a throbbing headache, announced she 
might have to leave. We were just about to try 
one of the most potent writing techniques, 
Dialogue (writing aconversation in your journal 
between parts of yourselves, or between you and 
another person). I suggested she might write a 
dialogue with her headache. The result was 
incredible: after ten minutes, she reported that 
the pain was virtually gone. She’d written a 
dialogue between her mind and her body; her 
body expressed that she was ignoring its needs. 
The simple act of paying attention to this inner 
conflict on the page revitalized her, and she was 
able to participate energetically in the rest of the 
session. Experiences like this deepen my sense 
of the power of expressive writing. 


Journal-writing also has a profound impact on 
my relationships. Writing is a solitary process, 
yes, but the more I vent and express and nurture 
myself along the way, the better my friendships 
and romances and flings and family connections 
become. Writing is nota substitute for open and 
honest communication with others; indeed, my 
journalling facilitates interpersonal health. 


It was in the pages of my journal that I made the 
decision over the past year to move back to the 
West, closer to my family in Saskatchewan. As 
I now find myself keyed up and anxious about 
my imminent leave-taking after six rich years in 
Toronto, journalling is the best way Ican express, 
nurture and look after myself. 


The blank pages beckon me to inscribe them 


anew with my shifting, zany, heartfelt, goofy, 
painful, joyful, desperate, soulful, loving truths. 


Suggested Reading: 


Adams, Kathleen, M.A.. Journal To The Self: 
22 Paths to Personal Growth. 


DeSalvo, Louise, Ph.D. Writing As A Way Of 
Healing: How Telling Our Stories Transforms 
Our Lives. 


Holzer, Nina Burghild. A Walk Between 
Heaven and Earth: A Personal Journal on 
Writing and the Creative Process. 


Progoff, Ira. At A Journal Workshop. 


(A former Edmontonian, Shawn Mooney is now 
a psychotherapist in private practice in 
Toronto. Watch for Shawn’s return to 
Edmonton in August 1999, when he’ll be setting 
up his practice and offering “Journal To The 
Self” workshops locally. You can reach Shawn 
at shawn.mooney@sympatico.ca. Web: 
www3.sympatico.ca/shawn.mooney. ) 


Counselling for the 


complexities of your life! 


EDWARD SANDBERG 
B.A., M.S.W., R.S.W. 
Telephone: (403) 707 - 2115 
Fax: (403) 707 - 1404 
E-mail: sandberg@datanet.ab.ca 


Office in west central 


Edmonton. 


Experience in: 
Life Transitions 
Relationships 
Sexual Orientation 
Depression 
Self-Esteem 
Sexual Diversity 


Grief & Loss 


“Life Needs Balance” 


’ ERBA EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOC. 
and 
GUILDTY BY ASSOCIATION ARTS COLLECTIVE | 


Saturday 
JUNE 19, 1999 


at the Hecvenic HALL 
10450. 116 STTEET 


ART /BUSINESS FAIR 


1:30AM ae. 5i30PM (NO cOveEr) 


PRIDE DANCE 
8:30PM TO 30AM 


BS THIS ISA 


DANCE TICKETS AVAILABLE AT: 
Harouid Smith Travet. EatON Centre — 
Garage Burger Bar. 10242 - 106 Sf. 
Ortando Books, 10123 Whyte Ave. 
Secrets Bar & Gritt. 10249 - 107 St. 
Jazzberrys TOO Cafe, 10116 - 124 St. 


VISIBILITY 


Bor more information contact Neil via e-mail indigo@connectab.ca . Vax - 494-2649 


Design by CARTERmedia Communications L td. st Vv EN T 


This Pride Week space provided free of charge by The Times .10 Publications Society and all its’ Sponsors 


Breaking 
away 


To really experience life, 
you need to travel. Perhaps it is 
not a direct need, but it sure 
makes everyday existence more 
interesting. If you’re bored with 
your surroundings, then go out 
and find new ones. And if you 
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ITLENNIUM 


can’t afford to 
go far away, 
that is alright. 
Travel or 
discovering 
new things is 
not strictly 
limited to grand 
tours or 
expensive 
getaways. You 
can live up to 
the expectations 
of travel in your 
hometown, this 


WEDNESDAY 


JUNE 30 


UPSTAIRS OPEN 


; oost 


disco-underground 


10345-1904 st 426-3150 
ri private member's club 
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city and even this province. But 
if you have the cash, what better 
to spend it on than an awesome 
vacation? We hope to help 
clarify and point to some of the 
best of the best destinations, 
local and world wide, so that 
you can get the most excitement 
for your dollar. 

If you have managed to 
read this far, you are probably 
wondering who we are. One of 
us is Jacy, a travel agent, 
working at Harold Smith Travel, 
who has made getting people to 
experience the world his primary 
goal in life. And the other is 
Roberta, who is the friend Jacy 
convinced to help him write this 
article. We certainly do not 
claim to know everything, but 
the little knowledge we do have 
we want to share with you, and we 
want to learn new things ourselves 
from composing these articles. We 
have a myriad of ideas, and limited 
space to introduce them. Each 
month, we plan to focus on a 
different aspect of travel, from 
elaborate getaways to really cool 
roadtrips, what food to try or what 
things to do and even what to pack. 
In doing this, we hope to provide a 
little insight into helping you plana 
really eventful trip. We want to 
highlight the best of both worlds, 
by profiling worldwide pride 
celebrations as well as gay friendly 
bars, hotels and resorts. Most 
importantly, we want to examine 
all different aspects of travel, from 
experiencing cities to hiking in the 
mountains or even chilling out on a 
local patio, all of which provide a 
safe environment. We want to 
impress you with our travel trivia 
and for you to impress with yours. 
Reader input is desperately 
encouraged. Tell us what you want 
to read about, where you want to 
go and any concerns you have 
about doing it and we will do our 
best to answer any and all 
questions. 

Being that we have limited 
space for this article, and we don’t 
want to leave out any important 
information, we have chosen to 
leave our first actual travel topic 
for next month’s column. We have 
enjoyed introducing both ourselves 
and this new column to you, and 
we look forward to providing you 
with months of stimulating 
information. Please do not hesitate 
to send questions or comments to 
Jacy Dobrich (10121-124 St, 
Edmonton, AB, T5N IP5) or leave 
a message at 780-415-5616. 


Jacy Dobrich 
Roberta Gabelmann 


Baht 


; pow 
22271 WVSPER AW 
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I 780-182-7960 
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A Gay Christian 
Answer To Southern 
Baptists 


By Dr. Rembert S. Truluck. 


JESUS in the Gospels defined his ministry by who he included that 
had previously been left out. See the first home town sermon that 


Jesus preached in Nazareth and notice the response in Luke 4:17-30. 


When the people rejected the inclusive message of Jesus, he left 
town. When Southern Baptists defined themselves by who they left 
out (homosexuals) in changing the Bylaws of the Southern Baptist 
Convention to exclude any church that accepted openly Gay and 
Lesbian members, Southern Baptists ceased to be Christian (Christ 
like)! They also forced pastors, staff and church members into the 


closet of denial and oppression about sexual orientation. 


To force people to lie about who they are is 
at least spiritually unhealthy and at most is 
evil. 


SOUTHERN BAPTISTS DENY THEIR OWN 
HISTORY. For over 150 years Baptists have believed and taught 
soul freedom of the individual and have respected and supported the 
autonomy of the local church. Recent actions by the Southern 
Baptist Convention have rejected and repudiated these great 
principles of the historic Baptist tradition! The Convention’s call 


for Baptists to boycott DISNEY was a blatant rejection of principles 


for which Southern Baptists have stood for many generations as 
well as a way to show the world their new mean legalistic 
judgmental spirit. 


THE CONSERVATIVE POLITICAL TAKE OVER of 
Southern Baptist Seminaries and other institutions has undermined 
the objective academic credibility of once great schools and boards 
and has made Baptists the object of scorn and ridicule in the 
scholastic world. Some institutions have already lost their 
accreditation. 


BAPTISTS DENY THE BIBLE in their attacks on 
homosexuals. Baptist Greek scholars know, like all others do, that 
the Bible has no word for “homosexual” in the Old Testament 
Hebrew or the New Testament Greek. Yet the same incorrect 
translations and out of context use of only six verses to attack and 
condemn gay people continues in this so called “Bible believing” 
denomination. 


BAPTISTS DENY JESUS in their attacks on Gay people. 


Jesus never mentioned sexual orientation or even hinted at the idea 


of homosexuality. 


Jesus never said, ‘“‘Hate the sin 


and love the sinner.’’ 


That slogan was invented by homophobic fundamentalists and is 
never used except to condemn gay and lesbian people. If Jesus is 
the guide to understanding all Scripture, why don’t Baptists let 
Jesus guide them in fighting the abusive and mistaken use of Bible 
passages to condemn and destroy Gay people? 


Come Celebrate the.... 


... 1999/2000 Greater Edmonton Pride Pages 


«ee LAUNCH 222 


Friday June Il, 1999 


10 am Media & Press Conference 


(everyone welcome) 


Media Room, Edmonton City Hall 
1 Sir Winston Churchill Square 


Reception for Pride Pages Advertisers 


Heritage Room, Edmonton City Hall 
1 Sir Winston Churchill Square 


No Host bar 


The Edmonton Rainbow Business Association is proud 
to sponsor the 1999/2000 Pride Pages launch in co- 
operation with the Greater Edmonton Pride Pages 
organization 


BAPTISTS DENY REALITY in their support for so called “Ex- 
Gay” ministries that try to use religion to change the sexual orientation 
of people. Scientists, medical doctors, psychiatrists, attorneys, 
psychologists, and other professional groups have taken a clear stand 
against the abusive use of “reparative therapy” to try to change gays to 
straight. There is no reliable evidence that a person’s sexual orientation 
can be changed. ALL of these failures will be corrected if Baptists come 
back to JESUS. 


REPENT! Turn away (“repent”) from your homophobic lifestyle of 
legalistic judgmental religion that denies God’s unconditional love and 
grace for all people. SHAME! for betraying the spirit and legacy of John 
A. Broadus, Richard Furman and George W. Truett. SHAME! for 
retreating from soul freedom, autonomy of the local church, and 
separation of church and state. SHAME! for claiming to follow Jesus 
yet teaching ignorance and prejudice. TURN BACK to Jesus as the only 
way to truth and life for individuals and churches. 


One of my friends recently asked me to point out what parts of the New 
Testament Southern Baptists have ignored in their attitude of 
condemning and rejecting gays. My first response was, “just about all of 
it!” But upon reflection, these passages seem to be the most obvious 
ones: Matthew 7:1-5; John 3:16-17; 10:10; 12:47; 13:34-35; 17:20-23; 
all of Acts 10, esp. vss. 28 and 34; I Corinthians 13; I Corinthians 10:3- 
5; all of Galatians, esp. 2:11-21; 3:1-5, 23-28; 5:1, 14-15, 22-23; all of 
Ephesians, esp. chapter 2; Philippians 2:1-13; I Peter 3:15; II Peter 3:14- 
18; I John 3:13-21; 4:7-19; and most of all Romans 15:1-7. What do 
you think? 


(Dr. Rembert S. Truluck is Doctor of Theology from Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, KY, 1968. Southern Baptist Pastor 
from 1953 to 1973, Professor of Religion at Baptist College of 
Charleston, SC, 1973-1981.) 


SHIRTLESS THURSDAYS 


$1.75 
Drinks 


for all 
Shirtless 
Men 


Only At 


Dance Club 
‘ 10112 - 124 Street 


Stripper at Midnight 


Something Else 


By nik rofeelya 

KMFDM 

“Adios” 

TVT Records/Universal Music 
2450 Victoria Park Ave. 

Willowdale On. M2J- 4A2 
www.kmfdm.com 


Well. here it is. The final swansong for industrial legends KMFDM. And what a way to go! 
This is hands down the best album I have heard them do in years. It's not your typical KMFDM 
disc, (I used to fancy them the industrial version of AC/DC...not a heck of a lot of musical 
imagination.) It kind of picks up where their last release left off, in other words this album has 
Tim Skold all over it, as well as a surprise appearance by ex- Skinny Puppy, now Rx vocalist 
Nivek Ogre. Stand out tracks include “D.1.Y.”, “Today”, “That’s all”, and the title track “Adios” 
That’s not to say that the rest of the album doesn’t smoke, it’s just that those are the songs | 
picked for dance floor rotation. 

Fans of KMFDM will be happy to hear that while En Esch is now gone fishin’, there will still 
be music created out of this camp under the name MFDMK, With Skold taking control of the 
vocals. Time to come up with some new pseudonemns for MFDMK, (how’s “My Friends Don’t 
Make Kool-aid” sound?) 

P.S. Thanx to DJ Mikee for getting an advance copy of this for me, you rock! 


FRONTLINE ASSEMBLY 
“Implode” 

Metropolis Records 

P.O. Box 54307 

Philadelphia, PA. 19105 


www. metropolis-records.com 


First off I have to say that I really didn’t care for the last Frontline album, actually to be honest, 
I thought it stunk. When Rhys Fulber left the band I figured the guitar days done for FLA, and 
a return to a more traditional industrial sound. Well, I was right and wrong. With FLAvour Of 
The Weak, gone were the guitars, but incameabad techno album: Bill Leeb has long been known 
as a chameleon of sorts. He tends to jump on the 
latest bandwagon and release something that is “in” 
at the moment. That being said, I really wasn’t all 
that interested when I_heard FLA were.releasing:a 
new disc, Don’t get me wrong, Frontline has long 
been one of my fave indu bands, I think they have 
in the past created some of the greatest electronic 
underground dance music, but in the last few years 
they kind of lost their creativity and have released 
a couple of lackluster albums. 

Then I heard “Implode”. A very electronic heavy, 
post-modern techno album, kind of reminiscent of 
older FLA albums. Tracks like “Retribution”, 
“Prophecy”, & “Machine Slave”, re-establish Frontline as one of the kingpins in the electronic 
music community. 

Joining Leeb again on this album is Chris Peterson, who as well as his work with Frontline, he 
has worked with Leeb On the Will & Noise Unit projects. Known for his creativity with a 
keyboard, Peterson appears to have gelled within Frontline, adding a dimension I have not heard 
from this group in some time. 

It’s good to hear a great album from one of Canada’s’ industrial legends. 


SOME OTHER JUST/SOON TO BE RELEASED ALBUMS 
:Wumpscut: “Eevil Young Flesh”- The madman Rudy is back, this album smokes. The growth 
of :W: is grandly fashioned with 
this, another masterpiece. 
Ministry “Dark Side Of The 
Spoon”- Chicago industrial kings 
new album. Sure to be aggressive, 
said to be across between “Twitch” 
& “Land Of Rape And Honey” 
Release date is June 8. Advance CD 
release party at Vicious Pink on June 
a 
Goth Oddity “A Tribute to David 
Bowie”- I’m Partial, I love Bowie, 
so I really enjoyed this album. 
Standout tracks include Wreckage 
doing “Heroes” and Trance To The 
Suns version of “China Girl”. 


(GMOC) 


Well till next month, keep your outreach program. 
stick on the ice. Hugs and kisses, 


welts and wishes, nik 


488-3234 
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Gay Men's OUTreach Crew 


GMOC will be re-introducing our men's programming in 

September of 1999. This year we will be operating with greater fooling cr d? 
cooperation with GLCCE in an attempt to establish a community being cramped: 
based programming system. GMOC invites any suggestions you 
might have regarding the type of programming you would like to 
see take place. GMOC NEEDS YOUR HELP and is inviting make:all the night. moves with 
anyone interested to volunteer as a facilitator or as part of our 


For further information please call Robert at 488-5742 or Christa at 
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David Ushko 


Chartered Accountant 


Providing accounting and 


905, 10010 - 106 Street tax service and advice 
Edmonton, Alberta ’ 
T5J 3L8 Serving businesses 


and individuals 


Telephone: (780) 425-2350 Personal and corporate 
tax returns 


Reasonable rates. Free initial consultation. 


Scotia Place 


Murray J. Newman B.Sc 10060 Jasper Avenue, Suite 1900 
Edmonton, AB T5J 3W1 
Licensed with Bus. 404-8171 


Mutual Life of Canada 
and Mutual Investco Inc. 


Fax 425-0454 
WWW.Inurraynewmanins.com 


——— 


ParseNip Press y 


Writing, Editing, Publishing, Printing 


Heather Marshall Tel: 403-987-4974 
Debbie Culbertson Fax: 403-987-4089 


Edmonton Police Service 


The Edmonton Police Service is committed to the 
fair and equitable treatment of all citizens. We 
5 endorse the principle that everyone has the right 
to services free of bias, prejudice or harassment. 


If you are a victim of a crime, call: 
Emergencies: 9-1-1 
Non-emergencies: 423-4567 


Jim 
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OK, 
Somebody 
Let the 


Rednecks 
Know 


“Being gay is not a crime, gay 
bashing is!” On the May 28-29 
weekend, posters stating this fact 
were put into one-quarter (180) 
of Edmonton City buses. And if 
the rednecks/bigots/bashers 
don’t know it now, they will. 
Originally a project of PFLAG/ 
T’s, the Anti-Gay Bashing poster 
idea was unable to get off the 
ground due to lack of funding. 


Then GLCCE became involved 
with the project and the original 
posters went up around town. The 
idea of bus posters carrying the 
same message had been thought 
of, but funding was a major 
problem. Then, one day, Fred 
Dicker (GLCCE Co-Chair) 
happened to be on the phone with 
a Grant MacEwan Community 
Centre student from the 
department of journalism. The 
student had called to find out what, 
if anything could be done about 
gay bashing. Fred mentioned the 
bus poster project to the student, 
and stated that lack of funds had 
kept the project on the back burner. 
One month later, the student 
presented GLCCE with a series 
of checks (in US funds, from 
several individuals associated 
with an organized church in the 
States, no less!) that would cover 
a good portion of the cost of 
creating, printing, and installing 
the posters. Shortly after this, 
discussions began between the 
representatives of the Edmonton 
Police Service on the Liaison 
Committee and the members from 


the gay community. The E.P.S. 
representatives, who have always been 
very supportive, agreed to cover the 
rest of the cost of the bus posters. 
From there, the posters have been 
redesigned, (from the original “Being 
Gay is Not a Crime” format) printed, 
and installed into the buses. Just in 
time for Pride 99! Just one more thing: 
these posters state a legal fact. Maybe 
it’s something people like the Westboro 
Baptist Church’s Fred Phelps, Matthew 
Shepard’s killers, and Billy Jack 
Gaither’s killers don’ tunderstand. That 
it’s not OK to threaten/beat/kill us 
because of who we love. And 
something tells me Virginia, they aren’t 
gonna like it. Tough shit 


PRIDE 99 


We’re hoping that awareness of our 
community and our rights will be 
heightened by this project. But that 
doesn’t mean that we’re going to be 
safe because these posters are in place. 


When you’re out enjoying the great 
events that Pride has to offer, don’t 


Bev is Back at 


it Again! 


Once again Bev has pulled off another 
successful fund-raiser for Karios House. 
Raising almost $1500.00 dollars in one 
night of fun. Thanks to all the sponsors 
for their donations and to all the 
volunteers who participated in the show! 
Here are some pictures taken by Meagan 


for Times .10. 
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forget to be careful. I’ m talking in and 
out of bed, people: 

Try to keep with the buddy system. 
Bullies don’t like a fair fight. 

DO NOT walk home drunk (or sober) 
by yourself. 

If your gut tells you that the situation 
is wrong, your gut is probably right. 
It’s ok to say, “No thanks, maybe next 
time,” and get away from the situation. 
ALWAYS, ALWAYS, ALWAYS 
practice safe sex! I’m talking to all 
the sexes right here, regardless of 
orientation! 


These tips may seem like common 
sense to most of us, but in the heat of 
things, any ofus can screw up. Andin 
these cases, that screw up can cost 
you your life. If you’ re going to worry 
about what people are going to think, 
imagine what they’ Il think about you 
when you’ re dead. So remember, for 
Pride, and for life: Be Out, Be Happy, 
but most of all, Be Safe. 


Christa Farrell 
Co-Chair, Board of Directors 
GLCCE 
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ommunity Based Programming 


By Robert Wm. Smith, 


Health 
Promoter 


AIDS 
Network of 


Edmonton 
Society (ANE) 


A couple of issues ago, I wrote of the 
need for ANE to move toward inter- 
agency collaboration as a means of 
delivering programs to the larger at- 
risk populations, thereby more 
effectively utilizing our limited 
resources. I made reference to a 
consideration by ANE to change the 
base of our Gay Men’s OUTreach 
Crew (GMOC) to the Gay and 
Lesbian Community Centre of 
Edmonton (GLCCE). I want to 
expand on those comments and write 
about the lack community based 
programming in the LGBT 
communities. 


Aimed atthe youth population, there 
is a myriad of agencies providing 
services that range from housing 
teen pregnancy, addiction 
counselling, alternative education, 
sexual health, to suicide, sexual 
assault and more. For the women 
population, the list is as long and 
longer. The Aboriginal communities 
have several organizations directing 
services to specific segments of their 
populations (youth, women, 
additions, corrections, two-spirited, 
etc). There are otherefforts available 
to street workers, some utilizing a 
harm reduction model while those 
living with substance abuse have 
additional resources. 
been an ongoing drive to improve 


So, there has 


services available to a diverse 
segment of the general at-risk 
populations. ANE has been direct 
and vigilant in its involvement in all 
of these communities by insuring 
that HIV/AIDS is inserted into the 
specific mandate of these agencies 
and working with them to raise their 
level of awareness of HIV issues 
impacting on their communities. 


The gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) communities 
do not have the same access to 
community based programming. 
GLCCE has struggled to fulfill its 
community mandate but has met with 
a constant shortfall in funds and 
continuous setbacks with their 
charitable status application. The 
ongoing battle for legal status and 
equality in Alberta has made it almost 
impossible to secure the necessary 
funding to provide adequate 
programming for these communities. 
Womonspace has been a social club 
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in. Edmonton for years, and to some 


extent has run only sporadic 


programming addressing lesbian/ 
isexué 

bisexual The 
organization was formed as a social 


women _ issues. 
club and not necessarily in response to 
the need for community based 
programming. That has left a large gap 
in services available to the LGBT 
communities and is presenting 
considerable difficulties for ANE in 
fulfilling its mandate to create inter- 
agency linkages in the promotion of 
HIV/AIDS issues. 


Some of the areas that we have identified 
as needing specific programming 
include: the lesbian population, the gay 
male population, gay and lesbian parents 
(particularly those with small children), 
programs addressing mental health 
issues (there are private counselors both 
gay and gay friendly), seniors, same sex 
domestic/dating violence and enhanced 
and expanded LGBT youth services. 
There are many facets to having 
community based programming specific 
to the LGBT communities. 


One of the largest drawbacks in being 
able to adequately describe our 
communities is the lack of partnerships 
on several levels. The women’s 
community and the men’s. community 
have a history of not being able to work 
together. That is a general overview; we 
are all quite aware of the many areas in 
which there is sound interaction, but for 
the most part, each goes in their own 
direction with little attempt to pool 
resources orto collaborate on initiatives. 
The senior’s community is almost 
invisible. There is Primetimers, an 
association of gay males over the age of 
forty who meet on a social level but are 
not directly involved in many community 
activities. 


The youth group has grown in number 
and is struggling to meet the needs of 
it’s diverse population without adequate 
funds or volunteers. The group is 
presently based at GLCCE, but is in 
need of its own space with room to 
provide programming specific to the 
many socio/economic and psycho/ 
physical dynamics that our LGBT youth 
face. 


It has recently been reported that the 
Edmonton Police Family Violence 
Services is committing to create some 
internal programming on same sex 
domestic violence, incollaboration with 
the Gay and Lesbian Liaison Committee. 
This programming is intended to help 
their officers deal with same sex 
domestic situations, but it has been 
reported that the funds to adequately 
educate the front line officers who 
respond to violent situations are not 
available. This could have been an 
important step, but even if the program 
was properly funded, it does not address 
the need for our communities to develop 
programs to assist our populations in 
dealing with abusive relationships in a 
proactive manner. The need foradequate 
support services within our community to 


provide temporary housing, income and 
emotional support is a reality equal to that of 


heterosexual domestic abuse situations. 


[have attempted to briefly address the placing 
of programming in the LGBT communities. 
What needs to be discussed on a community 
level is who will ultimately take on the 
responsibility of initiating the programs I have 
alluded to and others. We have a centre that, 
if given intense community support, could 
develop the infrastructure to begin this process. 
Butare they enough? Is having one community 
centre enough to address the diverse issues 
that are being recognized as fundamental to 
the development of healthy communities? Do 
we have the resources in our communities (as 
scattered as they may seem) to supportanother 
centre similar to the LGBT Family 


Development Centre suggested by Sherry 
McKibben in her May article in Times .10? 
The concept of aFamily Development Centre 
focuses on those areas that will contribute to 
the building of a healthy community while 
remaining specific to the needs and cultural 
diversity of that community. 


These questions are intended to spark debate. 
It is important to the future development of 
the LGBT community that we, as a unified 
body, look at our overall needs and how they 
are going to be addressed. I firmly believe 
that it is time for us all to have this discussion. 
It is important to the mandate of ANE (HIV 
Edmonton) that we have this discussion. So, 
talk among yourselves, contact ANE and 
GLCCE with your concerns in this debate 
and more importantly, commit to assisting 
our communities pull together around our 
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By Liz Massiah 
‘Standing up 


for Safety 
Guild” 


(with thanks to Gordon Portman for 
editing magic.) 


This time there are almost too 
many possible topics ... things 
to do with Pride ... taking a shot 
at answering the recently asked 
question “Why do you call the 
column Speaking of Normal’?”, 
or answering the other question 
I get asked fairly often: why, as 
a lesbian and feminist, do I 
associate myself with this paper, 
given that (as some critics say) 
it’s all about men, sex and porn 
(there’s the column brewing on 
pornography, but it isn’t ready 
yet). There’s always the 
possibility of talking more about 
the endlessly fascinating and 
demanding subject of sex. But 
it’s June, and so Pride (which 
seems to me in some ways 
connected to all those other 
possibilities) is the winner. 


“As Lthink about my response to 


prid@(not so much the event as 
the larger concept), 

I wonder why it is such a hard 
notion for lots of people. Pride 
(healthy pride, as opposed to 
arrogance) often seems like it’s 
an impossibly high standard to 
reach, intimidating and a little 
scary. This might be because to 
many people, in spite of the 
undeniable worth of themselves 
and their accomplishments, it 
feels like bragging. Even as 
adults, lots of people hear their 
parents (if only just in memory) 
telling them not to brag - and 
religious leaders telling them to 
be humble on pain of hell. 


On the other hand, it seems to 
me that healthy pride can be an 
uneasy quality to live with: 
because it involves revealing 
oneself and/or one’s 
accomplishments, it creates a 
form of vulnerability, as any kind 
of revealing of oneself will do. 
Have you ever created a picture, 
a piece of writing, a project at 
work, an amazing cheesecake, 
and felt really pleased with it, 
and yourself for creating it, only 
to have someone pick it apart? 


We’ ve all faced that kind of thing at 
one point or another, so perhaps 
reluctance to exhibit pride is 
connected to a fear of being shot 
down. 


Pride also challenges silence and 
secrecy and shame. It says “This is 
who I am and what I’ve done. I 
deserve some credit and some praise 
and some support”. Since 
challenging old habits and 
insecurities that way is often very 
scary, and very difficult, itcan seem 
easier, at first, not to make the effort. 


In either case, it seems to me that if 
we are to be proud, and healthy in 
our pride, what we need in order to 
not be silent, and to show ourselves 
in all our strength and vulnerability, 
is safety. 


Safety creates a sense of calmness, 
gentleness, and respect. It allows 
space for lots of difference. It’s not 
restrictive, except when it comes to 
disrespect and abuse. It does not 
demand invisibility, hiding or secret 
keeping. Ultimately, feeling safe 
fosters confidence and open-ness 
without the fear of unexpected 


consequences. So.in demanding 


space for our Pride (I’m talking @ 
about both the eventand the concept § 
now) we are demanding safety—the @ 
chance to feel safe in being who we 


are. 


Unfortunately because there is still | 


such widespread misunderstanding 
and disrespect about who we are, 
it’s hard to believe that that safety 


exists. Not long ago, I was ] 


astonished and alarmed to hear a 


non gay man actually making that 
old, offensive association between j 
being visibly lesbian or gay, and && 


such visibility being an unwelcome 
disclosure of one’s sexual, bedroom 
behaviors. It’s the old “I don’t tell 


people what I do in bed with my - 


wife” comment, which, it seems, is 
only said by our opponents —except 


they don’tunderstandthatasaman, gm 
when they make comments about § ‘ 


having a wife (or vice versa) that’s 
exactly what they are doing ... and 
implying that they are safe in their 
sexual identity, and we are not. 


Until we and our allies cancreatea | : 


common and universal sense of 
safety, we need to insist upon safety 
for ourselves and everyone around 
us, to stand up strongly to those 
who may diminish anybody’s safety 
in any way. And Iam once again 
reminded that our efforts to create 


Speaking Of Normal 


safety are never done, and that safety 
is never guaranteed. For anyone. Jane 
Rule once commented that “Politics 
is like housework, just when you think 
its done, it has to be done all over 
again “‘, and it’s so very true. In our 
case, it’s the politics of safety, and 
respect ... and Pride. 


Times. 10 plays a part in creating that 
sense of safety, and allows me and 
others a chance to share our hopes 
and dreams -—or our worst nightmares. 
That’s one of the reasons why I’m 
involved with it. Of course there are 
changes I would like to see: more 
voices, more diversity, more of 
Dennis’ fine intellect and huge 
knowledge base being shared in 
debate, more discussion of our history 
and how the larger culture influences 
us —and maybe even an issue with not 
one word about sex and no visual 
images of bodies. Even with my wish 
list, though, I love the fact that for 
over six years we have had the chance 
to explore, to voice, to challenge, to 
indulge and surprise ourselves, let 
alone the non-glbt world, and maybe 
even be a little proud. 


In short, to me Times. 10 is, in some 


way, about remembering that 
unless we keep standing up for 
safety we will be at risk. Years 
ago, in “On Lies, Secrets and 
Honour” Adrienne Rich, radical 
lesbian feminist, said “When a 
woman tells the truth about 
herself, she creates more space 
for truth around her”. It’s a 
sentiment I often cite, and 
something I believe profoundly 
... whichis why I chose to subtitle 
this column “The Standing up for 
Safety Guild”, in the hope that 
we in the glbt community can 
continue to feel safe enough to 
tell all the truths about ourselves 


... and maybe become even more 
proud. So welcome: coffee and 
cookies are in the kitchen, hugs 
are free and available everywhere. 
This meeting of the Guild is 
hereby called to order. 


All opinions in this column are those of the 
writer, identifying information is changed to 
protect privacy. It is not meant to replace 
consultation with qualified, accountable 
resources. 


MUSCLE 


j 
$ 

i 
iy 


we 


/i\._ CLEANING SERVICES 


440-3258 


(| EDMONTON'S STRONGEST MAID 


SERVICE 


Aur Services Include: 
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Areas Throughout 
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-Bed making 
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The Truth is Out There...............:) 


Buy Everyone A Drink 


A drunk walks into a bar and says to 
the bartender (with a drunken slur), 
“Bartender, buy everyone in the 
house a drink, pour yourself one, 
and give me the bill.” So the 
bartender does just that and hands 
the man a bill for $57. The drunk 
says, “I haven’t got it.” 


The bartender slaps the guy around 
afew times then throws him out into 
the street. 


The very next day the same drunk 
walks into the bar and once again 
says (with a drunken slur), 
“Bartender, buy everyone in the 
house a drink, pour yourself one, 
and give me the bill.” The bartender 
looks at the guy and figures to 
himself that he can’t possibly be 
stupid enough to pull the same trick 
twice. Sohe gives him the benefit of 
the doubt, pours a round of drinks 
for the house, has a drink himself 
and hands the drunk a bill for $67. 
The drunk says, “I haven’t got it.” 
The bartender can’t believe it. He 
picks the guy up, beats the living 
daylights out of him, then throws 
him out into the street. 


The next day the same drunk walks 
back into the same bar and says 
(with a drunken slur), “Bartender, 
buy everyone in the house a drink, 
give me the bill.” In disgust, the 

- bartender says, “What, no drink for 
me this time?” 


The drunk replies, “You? No way! 
You gettoo violent when youdrink.” 
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Sammy’s Field Trip 


Little Sam’s kindergarten class was 
on a field trip to their local police 
station. There they saw pictures 
tacked to a big bulletin board. The 
label clearly read, “The 10 Most 
Wanted.” 


One of the youngsters pointed to a 
picture and asked if itreally was the 
photo of a wanted person. 


“Yes,” said the policeman, “the 
detectives want him very badly.” 


So Little Sammy asked, while 
tugging on the man’s belt, “Um, 
mister, why didn’t you keep them 
when you took their pictures?” 


Big Game Hunter 


A big-game hunter went on safari 
with his wife and mother-in-law. 
One evening, while still deep in the 
jungle, the Mrs awoke to find her 
mother gone. Rushing to her 
husband, she insisted on them both 
trying to find her mother. 


The hunter picked up his rifle, took 
a swig of whiskey, and started to 
look for her. In a clearing not far 
from the camp, they came upon a 
chilling sight: the mother-in-law was 
backed up against a thick, 
impenetrable bush, and a large male 
lion stood facing her. 
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The wife cried, “What are we going to 


do?” 


“Nothing,” said the hunter husband. “The 
lion got himself into this mess, let him get 
himself out of it.” 


Job Application 


An applicant was filling out a job 
application. When he came to the question, 
“Have you ever been arrested?” he wrote, 
“No.” 

The next question, intended for people 
who had answered in the affirmative to the 
previous question, was “Why?” 


The applicant answered it anyway: “Never 
got caught.” 


Windows 98 


Windows 98(n) - 32-bit extensions and a 
graphical shell fora 16-bit patch to an 8-bit 
operating system originally coded for a 4- 
bit microprocessor, written by a 2-bit 
company that can’t stand | bit of 
competition. 


*Windows 98 is the operating system that 
Bill Gates and Microsoft have developed 
for the personal computer. Just wanted to 
let the people who didn’t know what 
Windows 98 is. :) 


Car repair 


Anattorney was driving through the country 
side when his car failed him. He looked 
under the hood and knocked a few items 
around with a hammer. In the process he 
knocked off a gas line and got his arm 
soaked with gas before getting it back on. 
Discouraged, he attempted to start his car. 
Much to his surprise it started and he 
headed for the nearest town forapermanent 
repair. 


Tocelebrate his success he lit up acigarette, 
at which time his arm exploded into flames. 
He stuck his arm out the window hoping 
the wind at 50 miles per hour would put it 
out. He was promptly pulled over by a 
local constable and given a ticket for an 
illegal use of a firearm. 


The Panda 


A panda walks into a bar, sits down and 
orders a sandwich. He eats the sandwich, 
pulls out a gun, and shoots the waiter dead. 
As the panda stands up to go, the bartender 
shouts, “Hey! Where are you going? You 
just shot my waiter and you didn’t pay for 
your sandwich!” 


The Panda yells back to the bartender, 
“Hey man, I’m a PANDA! Look it up!” 
The bartender opens his dictionary and 
sees the following definition for “panda”: 
A tree dwelling marsupial of Asian origin, 
characterized by distinct black and white 
coloring. Eats shoots and leaves. 


Engine Repair 


Morris was removing some engine valves 
from a car on the lift when he spotted the 
famous heart surgeon Dr. Michael 
DeBakey, who was standing off tothe side, 
waiting for the service manager. Morris, 
somewhat of aloud mouth, shouted across 
the garage, “Hey DeBakey...Is dat you? 


Come over here a minute.” The famous 
surgeon, a bit surprised, walked over to where 
Morris was working onacar. Morris ina loud 
voice, all could hear, said argumentatively, 
“So Mr. fancy doctor, look at this work. Ialso 
take valves out, grind ‘em, put in new parts, 
and when I finish this baby will purr like a 
kitten. So how come you get the big bucks, 
when youand me are doing basically the same 
work?” DeBakey, very embarrassed, walked 
away, and said softly, to Morris...” Try doing 
your work with the engine running.” 


Real Men 


A couple of blonde men in a pickup truck 
drove into a lumberyard. One of the blonde 
men walked in the office and said, “We need 
some four-by-twos.” The clerk said, “You 
mean two-by-fours, don’t you?” The man 
said, “I'll go check,” and went back to the 
truck. He returned a minute later and said, 
“Yeah, I meant two-by-fours.” 


“Allright, How long do you need them?” The 
customer paused for a minute and said, “I'd 
better go check.” After awhile, the customer 
returned to the office and said, “A long time. 
We’re gonna build a house.” 


Helping Hand 


A priest is walking down the street one day 
when he notices a very small boy trying to 
press a doorbell on a house across the street. 


However, the boy is very small and the 
doorbell is too high for him to reach. After 
watching the boys efforts for some time, the 
priest moves closer to the boy’s position. 


He steps smartly across the street, walks up 
behind the little fellow and, placing his hand 
kindly on the child’s shoulder leans over and 
gives the doorbell a sold ring. Crouching 
down to the child’s level, the priest smiles 
benevolently and asks, “And now what, my 
little man?” 


To which the boy replies, “Now we run!” 
Zack and the Mule 


Zack and his mule were walking down the 
road when one of Zack’s friends drove up and 
offered him a ride to town. Zack got into the 
truck while his mule ran along behind. The 
mule was right in back of them as they reached 
55, and stayed with them as they sped up to 
70. “I’m worried about your mule,” said the 
driver. “his tongue’s hanging out.” “Which 
way?” asked Zack. “Left,” his friend said. 
“Well, stay in this lane - he’s about to pass.” 


Here, John 


Each day a man walked into his stable to ride 
his horse, whose name was John. He would 
call out, “Here, John,” and then bridle his 
horse. One day while going through this routine 
he said, “Here, John,” and, to his surprise, the 
horse turned around and spoke. He said, “All 
these days you have walked in here and said, 
“Here, John,” and I’m tired of it!” And with 
that, the horse named John took off running! 
Shocked, the owner took off running after the 
horse trying to catch it, and so did his dog. 
After awhile the man became tired and stopped 
to rest at the side of the road. He took out his 
handkerchief and wiped his face as his dog, 
also breathless, sat down beside him. The 
man wondered aloud, “I ain’t never heard a 
horse talk before!” “Me neither!” said the 
dog, gasping for air. 


The Images of Mother: 


4 YEARS OFAGEMy Mommy can doanything! 
8 YEARS OF AGE My Mom knows a lot! A 
whole lot! 

12 YEARS OF AGE My Mother doesn’t really 
know quite everything. 

14 YEARS OF AGE Naturally, Mother doesn’t 
know that, either. 

16 YEARS OF AGE Mother? She’s hopelessly 
old-fashioned. 

18 YEARS OF AGE That old woman? She’s 
way out of date! 

25 YEARS OFAGE Well, she might know alittle 
bit about it. 

35 YEARS OF AGE Before we decide, let’s get 
Mom’s opinion. 

45 YEARS OF AGE Wonder what Mom would 
have thought about it? 

65 YEARS OF AGE Wish I could talk it over 
with Mom..... 


Out At The Bar 


A pissed-off man was complaining about his 
boyfriend spending all his free time in a bar, so 
one nighthe took him along. “What’ ll you have?” 
he asked. 


“Oh, I don’t know. The same as you I suppose,” 
he replied. So, he ordered a couple of Jack 
Daniel’s and threw his down in one shot. 


His boyfriend watched him, then took a sip from 
his glass and immediately spat it out. “Yuck, 
that’s TERRIBLE!” he spluttered. “I don’t know 
how you can drink this stuff!” 


“Well, there you go,” cried the boyfriend. “And 
you think I’m out enjoying myself every night!” 


A woman desperately looking for work goes 
into Irwin. f 


The Personnel Manager goes over her resume 
and explains to her that he regrets he has nothing 
worthy of her. The woman answers that she really 
needs work and will take almost anything. The 
Personnel Manager hums and haws and finally 
says he does have a low skill job on the “Tickle 
Me Elmo” line and nothing else. The woman 
happily accepts. He takes her down to the line 
and explains her duties and that she should be in 
for 8:00 AM the next day. 


The next day at 8:45 there’s a knock at the 
Personnel Manager’s door. The “Tickle Me Elmo” 
line manager comes in and starts ranting about 
the woman just hired. After screaming for 15 
minutes about how badly backed up the assembly 
line is the Personnel Manager suggested he show 
him the problem. 


Together they head down to the line and sure 
enough Elmosare backed up from here to kingdom 
come. Right at the end of the line is the woman 
just hired, she has pulled over a roll of the 
material used for the Elmos and has a big bag of 
marbles. They both watch as she cutsa little piece 
of fabric and takes 2 marbles and starts sewing 
them between Elmo’s legs. 


The Personnel Manager starts to kill himself 
laughing and finally after 20 minutes of rolling 
around he pulls himself together and walks over 
to the new employee and says: “I’m sorry I guess 
you misunderstood me yesterday. What I wanted 
you to do was give Elmo two test tickles.” 


(send your favourite bit of humour to 
times 1 0editor @ hotmail.com) 
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Judge(ment) Gone Awry 


Chicago Sun Times reporter 
Adrienne Drell reported on May 14 
the story of Susan J. McDunn, a 
Cook County Circuit Court Judge, 
who breached the confidentiality of 
two sets of adoptive lesbian couples 
by sending their application 
information to the ultra-conservative 
Family Research Council 

and adding FRC as a party to the 
adoption process. | McDunn’s 
actions in each of these cases was 
unprecedented and Drell catalogues 
a list of infractions which makes a 
case for her disbarment. As the legal 
affairs reporter Drell invokes the 
language of the Illinois Supreme 
Court canon of ethics, which 
requires judges to perform their 
duties “impartially and diligently.” 
McDunn was ultimately transferred 
to traffic court by her supervisor, 
Judge Francis Barth, but has refused 
to surrender jurisdiction on the two 
cases in question. Beyond Drell’s 
helpful background on McDunn, 
Drell speaks to the role that Lambda 
Legal Defense has played in this 
dispute. Lamdba filed initial briefs 
with the Illinois Court of Appeals, 
succeeded in having Judge Barth 
remove McDunn, and is set to argue 
for the resolution of this dispute on 
June 1. Rather than portray lesbian 
adoption as suspect and requiring 
scrutiny, Drell covered this story 
impartially, as the judge should have, 
and has produced “a pithy ethics 
lesson that should guide lawyers 
and adoptive parents alike. 


Please thank the Chicago Sun Times 
for this thoughtful piece, which 
stresses that our laws are designed 


~ toprotect all. Contact: Larry Green, 


Executive Editor, Chicago Sun 
Times: e-mail: 
Igreen@suntimes.com, 
letters @suntimes.com 


The Rev. Jimmy Creech Keeps 
On Keepin’ On 


In the May 15 Charlotte Observer 


~ Anna Griffin profiled the Rev. 


Jimmy Creech, one of a half-dozen 
United Methodist ministers around 
the country who performs same-sex 
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marriage ceremonies. Griffin 
chronicles Creech’s evolution from a 
civil rights activist during the late 
1960s to a young pastor in North 
Carolina to a pastor who marched in 
gay rights parades and preaches 
tolerance. While Creech doesn’t see 
himself as a gay rights activist, per se, 
he was swayed in 1984 by a member 
of his parish who withdrew in protest 
of a church order that held 
homosexuality to be unacceptable. 
From that point on Creech spoken out 
on behalf of his lesbian and gay 
parishioners, has addressed 
organizations such as Parents & 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays (P- 
FLAG), and has continued to challenge 
church doctrine by performing same- 
sex ceremonies. Ms. Griffin delved 
into Rev. Creech’s past with care, 
spoke with those whose lives he has 
touched and has elicited dynamic 
quotes from the pastor himself: “My 
cause is the soul of my church.” In this 
article she has managed to illustrate 
how a mainstream (and heterosexual) 
pastor has reconciled faith with respect 
for all. 


Please commend the Charlotte 
Observer for this nuanced and 
inspiring portrayal of the Rev. Jimmy 
Creech. Contact: Jennie Buckner, 
Editor, Charlotte Observer, e-mail: 
opinion @charlotte.com 


Marketing To Us 


Anheuser-Busch’ s recent Bud Lite ad 
in EXP, a St. Louis bi-weekly gay 
publication, reverberated around the 
country. Jerry Falwell mobilized his 
denizens toring Busch’s toll-free lines 
off the hook. Interestingly, the- ad 
merely shows acouple (from the back) 
holding hands. In a current print and 
billboard campaign Subaru has 
mounted a wry campaign, with license 
plates that read, “CAMP OUT,” 
“PTOWNIE,” “XENA LVR,” 
complete with a rainbow flag sticker 
and the Human Rights Campaign’s 
equality symbol on the bumper. It is 
important, however, to examine the 
trajectory in advertising, and to 
question the motives of the companies 
that are courting the gay dollar. Are 
we being exploited as a community, 
or treated with respect? Two articles 
from the Los Angeles Times and the 
San Francisco Examiner, respectively, 
look at this recent phenomenon. 


In the May 18 Los Angeles Times 
Cliff Rothman investigates the power 
of the gay and lesbian market, which 
has seen ad dollars in the gay press 
doubling in the last five years, moving 
from $53 million to $120 million. 
Rothman speaks with pioneers, such 
as IKEA and Dockers, who led with 
portrayals of lesbians and gay men, 
pointing out the unsuccessful boycott 
of Disney, and charting the way to the 
present, where more and more ads are 
“openly gay,” rather than implicitly 
so. 


Dave Ford, of the San Francisco 
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Examiner, in an op-ed entitled, 
“Intoxicated by Bud Light’s Gay-Themed 
Ads” questions blind allegiance to those 
brands that deign tocater to the gay market. 
While his statement that “Advertising 
imagery does not change people’ s minds” 
is disputable, the remainder of the piece is 
food for thought. Ford asks us to consider 
that we are “so starved for positive 
representation in the dominant culture that 
we run the risk of mistaking consumerist 
assimilation for respect, advertising 
imagery for rights.” A progressive 
corporation, Ford suggests, would not 
merely produce ads for a gay market, but 
would fund grassroots legislative drives, 
gays-in-the-workplace seminars and 
treatment for substance abuse in the gay 
and lesbian community. 


Please thank Suburu for an ad campaign 
that acknowledges lesbian and gay 
automobile enthusiasts, in all their diversity 
and the mass transit systems of 
Washington, DC.and San Francisco who 
have run these ads. 


Please write to the Los Angeles Times to 
thank them for an education in advertising 
to the “gay market,” and to the San 
Francisco Examiner for a cautionary 
discussion on not confusing visibility for 
authenticity. Contact: Subaru of America, 
e-mail: www.subaru.com/feeback/ 
index.html 


The Object of Their Affection 


The love affair continues. If Will & 
Grace and the film, The Object of My 
Affection, are to be believed, 
heterosexual men should be grateful 
that gay men like straight women, but 
don’t find them their, uh, cup of tea. 
Why? Because straight women like us 
better. In the June 1999 issue of 
Cosmopolitan, journalist Sarah Miller 
gives us, “8 Reasons Gay Men are a 
Girl’s Best Friend.” Without 
recounting each, this humorous article 
succeeds in portraying gay men in a 
positive light, without stereotyping 
them as men who like shopping 
(actually, that is point #4), or guys who 
gossip (whoops! that’s point #6). In 
any case, the piece is a sweet valentine 
to all of the gay men in our lives, and 
those who wish they could be. Please 
thank Cosmopolitan for publishing this 
savvy tip sheet on the friendship that 
dare speak its name. Contact: Ms. 
Jennifer Kasle, Entertainment Editor, 
Cosmopolitan, e-mail: 
cosmomagazine @chickmail.com. 


(“GLAAD” and “Gay & Lesbian 
Alliance Against Defamation” are 
registered trademarks of the Gay 
& Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation, Inc.) 


WHY THERAPY? 


TO HELP YOU FIND YOUR ANSWERS TO... 


VY AM I CRAZY? 
VY WHY AM I SO PASSIVE, ANGRY, DEPRESSED, 
ANXIOUS. .? 
VY ARE WE AWFUL PARENTS ? 
VY WHY CAN’T I STOP ...? 
VY CAN I SURVIVE MY TEENAGERS ? 
VY WHAT DID I DO TO DESERVE ...? 
V IS MY SEXUAL BEHAVIOR ‘NORMAL’ ? 
VY AND ...AND .... OR ....? 


INDIVIDUAL, COUPLES, FAMILIES, GROUPS 
COUPLES’ TALK’ WORKSHOP FOR LESBIAN OR GAY 
COUPLES 


PARENTING GROUP FOR LESBIGAY FAMILIES 


GROUPS FOR GAY MEN, GROUPS FOR WOMEN 


ELIZABETH MASSIAH, msw,rsw 


PASSIONATE ABOUT OUR COMMUNITY 
AND OUR PRIDE 


REGISTERED CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER 
#203, 10129 124 ST. 
EDMONTON, AB. TSN 2P5 


1-780- 415 5434, 1 780-489 7998 (FAx) 
EMAIL: AHANEMAS@DATANET.AB.CA 


SKILLED, CARING SERVICES 
FLEXIBLE RATES 
REGISTERED, ACCOUNTABLE PROFESSIONAL 
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
HOME VISITS 
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CONNECT LIVE WITH OTHER HOT MEN + TALKING CLASSIFIEDS * EROTIC STORIES » Check us out at www.cruiseline.ca 
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a touchtone telephone information guide to 
Alberta's Lesbian and Gay Community 


In Alberta Call 


toll-free 
1-877-882-2011 
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+ for profit company. For payment methods or more information, call Customer Service (Calgary) 1-877-882-2010 (Edmonton) 1-877-882-2007. Special offer for new members! 
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The Secret Gospel of Mark 


During the first quarter of the second century CE, and 
perhaps earlier, there were two versions of the Gospel of 
Mark in circulation. The full, “secret” version was reserved 
for those who “had attained a higher degree of initiation 
in to the church than the common crowd.” (1) The 
incomplete, “public” version was similar to the full 
version, with certain verses deleted. It is the. public 
version which we see in modern translations of the Bible. 
The full, secret, version has been lost. Only two passages 
of the missing text are known. They surfaced when a 
fragment of an ancient letter (2) of Clement of Alexandria 
(circa 150-213 CE) was found at the Mar Saba monastery 
near Jerusalem. Morton Smith, the individual who made 
the find, published the fragment in 1973. Muchcontroversy 
erupted because of the controversial nature of the text. A 
near consensus of Clementine scholars has been reached 
that the letter is authentic. In the letter, Clement revealed 
that Mark had written a “more spiritual Gospel” , adding 
“whatever would be appropriate for those who are 
advancing with respect to knowledge.” He states that 
Mark: “knew that the interpretation would initiate the 
hearers into the shrine of the truth which is hidden by 
seven veils.” The letter was from Clement to an unknown 
person named Theodore. It quotes two passages from the 
secret version that are missing in the public version: 


Fragment 1: This was found in “secret Mark” 
immediately after Mark 10:34. It describes an event very 
similar to the raising of Lasarus in John 1 1. Secret Mark relates 
that a brother of a woman in Bethany had died. She begged 
Jesus to have mercy on her. At this instant, a voice was heard 
inside the tomb Jesus rolled away the stone blocking the 
tomb’s entrance, went in and raised up the brother. Following 
this is an unusual passage: “The young man looked at Jesus, 
loved him, and began to beg him to be with him....Six days 
later. Jesus gave him an order; and when evening had come, 
the young man went to him, dressed only ina linen cloth. He 
spent the night with him, because Jesus taught him the mystery 
of God’s domain.” (Others translate the last two words as “the 
kingdom of God’’). Jesus later returned to the other side of the 
Jordan. 

Fragment 2: Mark 10:46 is typically translated as: (3) 
“And they came to Jericho; and as he went out of Jericho...” 
Scholars have recognized for centuries that there is obviously 
some text missing from the middle of this verse. Clement’s 
letter includes the words from Secret Mark which were inserted 
here: “The sister of the young man whom Jesus loved was 
there, along with his mother and Salome, but Jesus refused to 
see them,” 


Interpretations of the Fragments 


The text about the young man’s clothing in the first fragment 
reads literally: “a linen cloth having been draped over the 
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naked body.” . The young man in both fragments appear 
to refer to the same individual. He may have been the 
young man who fled naked from the scene of Jesus’ 
arrest in Mark 14:51, and/or the same person whom the 
two Marys and Salome encountered when they visited 
Jesus’ tomb in Mark 16:5. The woman mentioned in the 
first fragment might have been Salome. Some scholars 
suspect that naked young man covered only in a linen 
cloth might have been prepared for an initiation ritual. 
In the early Christian church, (4) both the presbyter 
and the person to be baptized stood in the water 
together, naked. 


1. W. Barnstone, Ed., “The Other Bible”, 
Harper Collins, San Francisco, CA, (1984), P. 
339-342 


-105 Street 


2. King James Version 


3. Hippolytus, “Apostolic Tradition, 


4. Morton Smith, “The Secret 
Gospel”, Harper and Row, (1973) 


5. Harry Erwin’s home page has an 
essay on religion at: http:// 
osfl.gmu.edu/~herwin/mark.html 


6. Anon, “Was Jesus Gay? Missing 
Fragments from St. Mark’s Gospel,” 
describes the missing verses from Mark 


at: http://www.darcol.ukns.com/jesus/ 


index.html 
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Supreme 
Court Of 
Canada — 
Judgments 
In Appeals 


OTTAWA, 20/5/99. THE SUPREME 
COURT OF CANADA HAS TODAY 
DEPOSITED WITH THE REGISTRAR 
JUDGMENTS IN THE FOLLOWING 
APPEALS AND APPLICATIONS FOR 
LEAVE TO APPEAL. 

FROM: SUPREME COURT OF 
CANADA (613)995-4330 

APPEALS / APPELS: ~ 


Reasons for judgment 
will be available shortly 
at: 


http://www.scc-csc.gc.ca 


25838 THE ATTORNEY 
GENERAL FOR ONTARIO 
-v.- M. -and- H. -and- THE 
FOUNDATION FOR 
EQUAL FAMILIES, THE 
WOMEN’S LEGAL 
EDUCATION AND ACTION 
FUND (LEAF), EQUALITY 
FOR GAYS AND LESBIANS 
EVERYWHERE (EGALE), 
THE ONTARIO HUMAN 
RIGHTS COMMISSION, 
THE UNITED CHURCH OF 
CANADA, THE 
EVANGELICAL 
FELLOWSHIP OF 
CANADA, THE ONTARIO 
COUNCIL OF SIKHS, THE 
ISLAMIC SOCIETY OF 
NORTH AMERICA, FOCUS 


ON THE FAMILY and 
REAL WOMEN OF 
CANADA (Ont.) 


CORAM: The Chief Justice and 
L’Heureux-Dube, Gonthier, Cory, 
McLachlin, Iacobucci, Major, Bastarache 
and Binnie JJ. 

The appeal and the cross-appeal are 
dismissed with solicitor-and-client costs 
to both M. and H. in the proceedings 
before this Court, Gonthier J. dissenting 
on the appeal. The constitutional questions 
are answered as follows: 


Question |: Does the definition of “spouse” 
in s. 29 of the Family Law Act, R.S.O. 


1990, c. F.3, infringe or deny s. 15(1) of 
the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms? 

Answer: Yes. Gonthier J. would answer 
no. 


Question 2: If the answer to 
Question 1 is “yes”, is the 
infringement or _ denial 
demonstrably justified in a free 
and democratic society pursuant 
to s. | of the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms? 


Answer: No. Gonthier J. would 
find it unnecessary to answer the 
question. 
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Representative Morgan 
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talk to you about our very reasonable 
rates in Times .10 Magazine. He can 
be contacted at (780) 415-5616 during 
the afternoons. Morgan has been a 


volunteer starting back four years ago 


with The Times .10 Publications 


Not-for-Profit Society. 
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Business & Service Directory 


Accommodations 


Vancouver's Best * 
(* Fodor's Gay Guide to the Pacific N.W.) 
NELSON HOUSE B & B 
Walk-to-it-all location. Handsome 1907, 3-story house. 


Six guestrooms/4pvt. baths 
oe Tel: 1-604-684-9793 Email: bestinvan@ lightspeed.bc.ca 


Northern Lights Bed and Breakfast 
(780) 483-1572 
P.O. Box 515 Edmonton, Ab. T5J 2K1 
Email:nlight69 @ hotmail.com 
Swimming Pool and Antique rooms 


Church Services 


Metropolitan Community Church of Edmonton 
Have you wanted to see what MCC is like but service is too late? 
Beginning September 20, 1998 
Try our new 1:00 p.m. service with Children’s Church School 
Also: Worship at 7:15 p.m. Sundays. Youth Group 7:00 p.m. Tuesday 
10086 MacDonald Drive, Southside entrance 


Medical Services 


Metro Health Group 


Dr. David Candler 
Dr. Kim Moshurchak 


Dr. Ghalib Ahmed 
Family Physicians Proudly Serving the Community 
3rd Floor, 101 Street and 102 Avenue 429-8899 


Products & Services 


- Easy Access to over 100 Foreign 
currencies. 
-One of the world's most recognized 


fa . 1 , travellers cheques - commission FREE 

: oreign Exchange | - Precious Metal Bullion coins and bars 
Manulife Place 102 Street - Efficient service for foreign drafts and 
1-780-448-3660 wires. 
1-800-668-CASH 


Travel 


Marlin 
ee 4 YOUR FULL-SERVICE 
” TRAVEL PROVIDER 
THOMAS COOK/MARLIN TRAVEL 
SCOTIA PLACE - 10060 JASPER AVE 
A422 - 6133 


PROUDLY SERVING 
QUR COMMUNITY 


Times .10 welcomes expression of opinion from its 
readers. Please keep letters as short as possible. We 
reserve the right to edit all letters as necessary. Letters 
must be signed and include the home address and 
telephone number of the writer. The writers name can 
be witheld if so requested. Publication of the name or 
photograph of any person or organization in articles or 
advertising in Times .10 is not to be construed as any 
indication of the sexual orientation of such person or 
oganization. All material in this publication is copy- 
righted and must not be reproduced without permis- 
sion from Times .10. 


The only exception to the copyright is the material from 
National AIDS Clearing house which may be dupli- 
cated with appropriate credit given. 


"OOOHHH....| just love a bull who's well hung!" 


Udderly Ridiculous 


http://www.urbancow.com 


Lendrum Shopping .. 2nd Floor 
Centre 3 Edmonton Centre 

South Side Store “%, —_ next door to 

5714-111 Street Eddie Bauer 
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I just heard from some people 
from another city, and I went 
into shock. You see, apparently 
you aren’ treading this, because 
Tmes.10 magazine doesn’t 
exist. In fact, the only gay 
magazine ever to come out of 
Edmonton was called “Fine 
Print”. 


Imagine for six years, you have 
been reading and advertising in 
a non-existent magazine. Well, 
how do you think I feel? All this 
time, I have been volunteering 
in an imaginary office, with 
imaginary co-volunteers, for an 
imaginary magazine. How nice 
of those people to set the record 
straight (if you'll forgive the 
expression). So... what say we 
Edmontonian gays and lesbians, 
along with this “imaginary” 
magazine. Maybe from here we 


~ can band together, unite as a 


powerful and _ colourful 
community so that all of us can 
wear our pride colours, 
~~ @Veryday, for the rest of our 


Remember 


-Good Nutrition 


lives, and feel safe doing so. Maybe 
our gay and lesbian youth can help 
out, if given the chance. That is, after 
all, what The Nest is here for. 
Remember, closets are for gowns, 
darlings. So don’t hide yourself with 
the laundry... come out, speak out, 
and celebrate our gay Pride. 


What it's all About! 


I’m back! This column was created for 
you and none will stand in its way. 
When I say anyone I domean ANYONE. 
No one can know what is planned for 
this page or which new directions it will 
take. I have a very special Thank You 
for Morgan Refshauge for taking care of 
the Nest during my absence. Let’s just 
say that my evil twin meddled in my life 
for a while. 


But as you can see, I am ready to print 
your stuff for the entire world to see. So 
keep on sending your poems, stories 
and commentaries to me at 
moon_knyght@hotmail.com or bring 
them in to Pride Video marked to Rayven 
and they will be delivered. 


It’s amazing, isn’t it, how a person thinks 
nobody pays any attention to him or her 
until such time as they are gone? Then 
they’ re flooded with questions of “where 
have you been?” Well, [certainly won’t 
think I’m being ignored anymore. I kept 
saying that no one is sending me anything 
but this last issue (May) we were 
positively deluged with submissions. 


It’s great, so I’m going to be greedy 
and say “‘send us some more”. 


Anyhow, I’m flattered that you people 
thought highly enough of the Nest to 
submit your work. Thanks again to 
Morgan Refshauge for all he has done. 
Three cheers. 


Peace and be Well. 
Rayven D Dragonfyre 


City Of 


Danielle Peers 


In the dawn of time there was a man 
Whose eyes were as blue as... 

His hair was golden like the setting sun 
And I wonder, “Was I there?” 


But no, I was not, and I long for it still... 


This memory I cannot complete 

Who sent you here, to my room late at 
night... 

And who told you I willingly bleed? 
In a dawn of technology, I am so alone 
I can’t find a place to stand... 

I make time out of my time and that 
time is yours 

But my time is in gigantic demand.. 
So somebody out there, please tell me 
my name 

I forgot that I have no one else.. 

I am destined to love you, with out any 
hands 

And that would be loving myself... 


Frail as my mind, 


_ Darkness Within,partth 


My heart is weak and frail; 
Nothing lives, nothing survives. 
My mind is torn between reality and fantasy; = 
Thoughts of pleasure race in my head, 
Only to be turned into anguish. 


Defeat is always greater than accomplishment; 
Tormenting the very ground that I walk on. 
Crumbling underneath me 

With each startled step. 

I struggle to be set free, 

Only going deeper 

Into the darkness of my own making. 


The walls around me 
Fall apart with the slightest touch. 


My heart cannot bear. 
The warm light of life 
Is bleak and poisoned. 


Secret 


In my soul I carry a secret 
You might not know it 
For I hide it well 

Afraid that you might see 
it 

Don’t I wear this mask 
well? 

And what would happen 
if pulled it away 

What would you do if I 
were on display 

Would you still love me? 
Would you runaway? 

Oh how it tries to get out 
But the lock that holds it 
is too strong 

Fear is its name 

It can hold it all back 
The is no way I'd let it be 
cracked 

And in my soul I'll bury 
this secret 


Sam Temraz 


Unbearable to me, 
My sensed are further faltered. 


- Proper Use of Latex Condom 


Perpetual bickering 
Flutters within me; 
With no perceivable end in sight. 
Killing everything 

That’s wanting, that’s needing 
To be set free. 


Water Based lubricant 


-Dental dams 


-Do Not Share Toys 


-Abuse of Alcohol & Drugs 4 
WILL impair your judgement — 


Darkness, 
Darkness is upon me. 


-A Healthy Attitude 


Rod Van Volsen 


AIDS srill kills 


